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Fifth annual pancake 
breakfast and blood 

drive at VFW  
Post 5040 - January 18 

By Matt Klos 
 

    VFW 5040 Post member Alan Belcher 
is chairing this year’s blood drive for the 
VFW the third week of January. Helping 
drum up donors and assisting Alan is 
Ralph Ritter. The blood drive is scheduled 

for January 18 (that's a Sunday) from 
7:45 am to 12:00 pm. Heartland Blood 

Center will have a mobile coach in the 
VFW Parking lot to perform the collec-
tions.  
    January is considered National Blood 
Donor Month. January is traditionally a 
low donation month due to the holidays, 
travel, and illness. Donations are needed 
to replenish the low blood supply at this 
time of the year. The VFW donation goal 
is 27 pints this year. 
    During the month of January, Heartland 

Blood Center will be raffling off five $100 
gas gift cards. Every donor will be eligi-
ble for the drawing.  
    To help replenish you after you give 

blood, a complimentary Pancake Break-
fast  will be waiting for you. Even if you 
are unable to donate, come on out for the 
breakfast. This will be open to the public. 
Those not donating will have to pay for a 
meal, but if you donate, your meal is free! 

If you plan to donate, remember to: 
 

• Bring a photo ID with you. 

• Be in good health and feeling well. 

• Eat something before you donate. 

• It must be greater than 8 weeks 

since your last whole blood dona-
tion. 

 

    As of this writing, there were 42 total 
time slots to fill. Of these 15 were filled, 
so there are plenty of spots open to come 
in and donate. 
    Pre-signup for donating blood is pre-
ferred. For an appointment, please contact 
the Woodstock VFW at 815-338-5040, 
Alan Belcher (815)-228-7689, or Ralph 
Ritter at (815)-338-5018. More informa-
tion can be found on Heartland’s website:     
 

www.heartlandbc.org 
 

 

Good luck, Cpt. Brophy! 

Captain Anne Brophy (right) with one 
of her noncommissioned officers Staff 
Sergeant, Sharon Harris (left). They 
were at Fort Hunter Liggett getting 
qualifications done for mobilization 
and deployment to Kuwait and Iraq. 

    From the members of VFW Post 5040, 
we wish one of our own VFW members, 
Captain Anne Brophy, best of luck with 
her deployment to Kuwait and Iraq. 
    Anne will be deployed overseas for a 
year long tour, leaving early February 
2009 and returning in March 2010. 
    Best of luck Anne and take care. We all 
want to see you back at the VFW and 
monthly meetings again next year! 

Assessment reductions 
you might want to look 

into for 2009 
 

    A few months back, some of our VFW 
members mentioned at a VFW meeting 
some of the home exemptions that some 
of you may qualify for.  With the econ-
omy as tight as it is, these might be worth 
looking into for this year (for more info, 

see: www.co.mchenry.il.us):  
 

Senior Citizen Homestead  

    A $4,000 reduction in the assessed 
value of property.  To qualify for this ex-
emption a person must be 65 years of age 
or older during the taxable year for which 
application is made and must be the owner 
of record or person with equitable interest 
in the property. More information and 
applications for this exemption are avail-
able from the Office of Assessments or 
from your local Township Assessor.  
 

Senior Citizen Assessment Freeze 

Exemption 

    Allows qualified senior citizens to elect 
to maintain the equalized assessed value 
of their home at the base year value and 
prevent any increase due to inflation. The 

base year is the year prior to the year you 
first qualify and apply for the exemption.  
The assessment freeze exemption does not 
freeze the amount of your property tax 
bill, which will still increase if the tax rate 
increases.  To qualify you must be 65 
years of age or older during the taxable 
year and have a total household income of 
no more than $55,000. You must have 
owned the property or had legal or equita-
ble interest in the property, or had a lease-
hold interest in the residence, and be liable 
for the payment of property as your princi-
pal place of residence. The application 
must be made by July 1. Information and 
applications are available from the Office 
of Assessments. 
 

Senior Citizens Real Estate Tax 

 Deferral 

    Allows qualified Seniors to defer all or 
part of property tax on their owner-
occupied residence. It's a form of loan 
with a six percent interest rate which is 
repaid after the tax payers death or at the 
time the property is sold.  You must be at 
least 65 years of age by June 1, with a 
household income not more than $50,000 
and occupied the property for at least three 
years.   
    Application must be filed by March 1. 



� Thomas H. Bainbridge 

� Erwin Bauman 

� Frank A. Boeckmann 

� John E. Curran 

� Arnold W. Dahlman 

� Francis Dittberner 

� Gerald M. Donahue 

� Lloyd R. Gould 

� Glendon M. Kiger 

� Kenneth J. Korst 

� Eugene R. Kuhn 

� Robert D. Loomis 

 

� Robert J. Ludwigsen 

� Paul B. Murdock 

� Raymond A. Murphy 

� Henry Ostrow 

� Clarence W. Peters 

� Howard A. Polnow 

� Rhys Roberts 

� James R. Schmieding 

� Robert A. Schoenbeck 

� William Sunderlage 

� Jack Wendt 

� Albert J. Wojnicki 

 

 
  

815-338-6464 

B T M 
BTM INDUSTRIES, INC. 

604 Washington Street 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

ESTABLISHED FOR MORE THAN 118 YEARS 
 

Zoia Monument Co., IncZoia Monument Co., IncZoia Monument Co., IncZoia Monument Co., Inc. 
222 WASHINGTON STREET 
WOODSTOCK, IL 60098 

 

JAMES A. ZOIA PRESIDENT 

 
PHONE 815/338-0358 
FAX 815/338-0375 

 

zoiamonumentco@prodigy.net 

POLLOCK, MEYERS  

& EICKSTEADT, LLP 
 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

HARRIS BANK BLDG. 

100 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 

MARENGO, ILLINOIS 60152 
WWW.MARENGOLAW.COM 

 

(815) 568-8071                 FAX (815) 568-0003 

2050 S. Eastwood Dr. 
Woodstock, IL  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

815-337-3511 
www.woodstockharley.us 

Ladies Auxiliary, 
from the President 

 By Nyda Fogarty, President 2008-2009 
 

        The Auxiliary had a very nice 
Christmas party and dinner on December 
4th. The Auxiliary furnished the ham. 
Chris Gehrke was chairman of the party 
and we played bingo after dinner for 
prizes. We had a drawing for three free 
dues if you were present and you were 
paid up to date.  The three winners were: 
Rose Mary Hellstern, Geraldine Salyers, 
and Lois Freund.  
    I want to thank Chris Gehrke for taking 
charge of the party in December and bak-
ing the ham. 
    One of our members, Jeannette Wal-
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OAKLAND CEMETERY 

14307 Kishwaukee Valley Rd. 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

DWIGHT AUSTIN, Pres. 

(815) 338-4309 Est. 1859 

Quality Water is Not a Matter of 

Chance. It is a Matter of Choice. 

 

 

 
 

711 Amsterdam St. - Woodstock, IL 60098 

815-338-3344 
Rent with option to purchase. 

www.awolarmysurplus.com 

216 Rt. 120 
 

Lakemoor 
 IL 60051 

 

815-344-2299 

 

 

Our 60th Year in Woodstock 

BENOY MOTOR  

SALES, INC. 

1790 S. EASTWOOD DRIVE 
WOODSTOCK, IL 60098 (815) 338-5100 

Raymond C. Benoy 
President 

815-338-0492 

Rt. 47 
Woodstock 

Serving 
Woodstock 
For Over 80 

Years! 

911 Rail Dr Unit A 
PO Box 1810 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

PH. 815-338-1580 
FAX. 815-338-9339 

� 
WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCKWOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK    

AMERICAN LEGIOAMERICAN LEGIOAMERICAN LEGIOAMERICAN LEGIONNNN     

 

Meets Second Monday of 
Each Month 

(Except  December) at the 
VFW at 7:30 P.M. 

Woodstock VFW News is published monthly by Woodstock VFW Post 5040, 240 N. Throop Street, Woodstock, IL 60098. (815)-338-5040 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Woodstock VFW Post 5040, c/o VFW News Editor, 240 N. Throop Street, Woodstock, IL 60098. 

� Chaplains report � 
By Pete Lockinger 

 

Current Members on the Sick List 
• LaVerne Emricson 

• Glenn Fringer 

• Bob Gaylord 

• Dean Mishler 

• Jack Meyers 

• Ashley Wilson 
     
    Please keep these members in your 
thoughts and prayers as we come into the 
holiday season. They can use some cheer-
ing up and words of encouragement as they 
recover from their illnesses. 
    We pray for a good year in 2009, our 
economy, our new president, and all our 
men and women in military service. 

ters, has been moved to a home in Riley. 
We will not have a regular meeting in 
January. In November, we voted against 
having a January meeting because of low 
attendance, the weather (which is usually 
bad), and also because it is New Years 
Day, a holiday. Hopefully everything 
will be better in February which is sched-
uled for the 5th. 
    As 2008 comes to a close, let us re-
member our Auxiliary members that 
passed away over the course of the year: 
 

� Jane Haldeman 
� June Sarbaugh 
� Gertrude Schmidt 

 

    Our thoughts go out to their families 
and loved ones. 

Final roll call for our deceased members 
of VFW Post 5040 - December 15, 2008 

 

    The following 24 VFW Post 5040 members were remembered 
at the last Post meeting of the 2008 year with a bell tolling. In-
cluded in this list is Charter Member Jack Wendt who died two 
days later on December 17. 
    Each of these deceased Veterans will be remembered for their 
duty to country and the contributions they made in life. May God 
bless each of our departed comrades and their families: 



January 2009 
 ������� Post Normal Operating Hours  (unless noted otherwise - closing times vary depending on patronage) ������� 
Closed 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         
 

              Happy  New 1 
 Year 2009!   

 2
Friday Dinner Special:  
Salmon Loaf ($8)  
and Stuffed Pork 
Chops ($8) 
5 - 7:30 pm 

 
Lightning Raffle 7 pm 

   3 
Saturday Raffle 4 pm

4 5 
Memorial Day 
Committee 7 pm 

 

Little League 7 pm 
 

Girls Softball 7 pm 
 

VFW Board Mtg.  
6:30 pm 

6 
Woodstock  
Jaycees  
Board Mtg.  
7:30pm  

7 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9 

Friday Dinner Special:  
Prime Rib ($12) 
5 - 7:30 pm 

 
Lightning Raffle 7 pm 

10 

Saturday Raffle 4 pm 

11 12 
VFW Officers Mtg.  

7 pm 
 

American Legion  
Post 412 
7:30 pm 

13 14 

Cub Scouts - 7 pm 
 

Celebrity Bar Tender 
Night, 7-9 pm 

15 
Marines 7:30 pm 

 
Marines Auxiliary 

7:30 pm 

16 

Friday Dinner Special:  
BBQ Ribs ($10) 
5 - 7:30 pm 

 
Lightning Raffle 7 pm 

  17  

Saturday Raffle 4 pm 
 
 
 

Persian Gulf War 
Began (1991) 

18 
5th Annual 
Pancake 
Breakfast and 
Blood Drive 

 

Blood Donations taken 
from 7:45am - 12pm 
Free breakfast to all 

donors. Contact Post to 
sign up for donation. 

VFW Meeting 19 
6:30 pm - Dinner (VFW 

Members Only) 
7:00 pm - Floor mtg. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Day 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Inauguration Day 

21
Veterans Assistance 
Commission of 
McHenry County  

7:00 pm 

22 23 

Friday Dinner Special:  
Meatloaf ($8) 
5 - 7:30 pm 

 
Lightning Raffle 7 pm 

24 
Saturday Raffle 4 pm

25 26 
 

    27 
Woodstock  
Jaycees  

General Mtg.  
7:30pm 

 
Signing of Vietnam 
Peace Accord (1973) 

28
 

    29
 

30 
Friday Dinner Special:  
Salmon Loaf ($8)  
and Stuffed Pork 
Chops ($8) 
5 - 7:30 pm 

 
Lightning Raffle 7 pm 

31 
 Saturday Raffle 4 pm
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Deadline for February 
2009 VFW News items 

               From the 
               Editor’s Desk 

                             By Matt Klos, 
                            VFW News Editor 

 

    Hello VFW Post 5040! Welcome to 
2009! A brand new year is ahead of us. 
So, did any of you make any resolutions 
this year? Did you keep any that you made 
last year? 
    Well, this is a short issue starting off the 

www
.vfw5

040.o
rg 

new year. We didn’t really have much to 
report on in the past month. Even at our 
December meeting we were lacking on 
members, which totaled 17. I think it was 
the cold weather and maybe because peo-
ple were already heading south for the 
winter already. 
    So, you might be wondering what 
events we have planned or fund raisers 
that are in store for 2009. Honestly, I don’t 
think we have a whole lot as of yet. We 
need your help in trying to come up with 

 

 

 

 
 

Schneider - Leucht - Merwin & Cooney 
Funeral Home 

Serving Your Community For Over 50 Years. 
 

Michael H. Cooney - Daniel P. Cooney 

P.O. Box 311 
Woodstock, IL  
60098 

Marine Corps 

League  
 

McHenry County  
Detachment 1009 

Meets every 3rd Thursday of 
every month, 7:30 PM 

Woodstock VFW Post 5040 
240 N. Throop St. 

MELISSA J. COONEYMELISSA J. COONEYMELISSA J. COONEYMELISSA J. COONEY    

                                            Attorney at Law 
 

  Zukowski, Rogers,  
          Flood & McArdle 
 

50 Virginia Street 
Crystal Lake , Illinois 60014 

Ph: (815)-459-2050 / Fax: (815)-459-9057 
 

mcooney@zrfmlaw.com 

some and also with help chairing the 
events. Got an idea? Let us know. Take a 
gamble and chair the event. Do one and 
feel good all year long. 
    By the way Captain Anne Brophy, it 
was great seeing you at the Red Mill on 
January 3rd. You have a lot of people that 
will be thinking of you as you leave for 
your tour and we wish you luck and safety 
while you are there. 
    Until February’s issue, take care and 
have a great month! 



This month’s issue: 
 

• Annual Blood Drive and 
Pancake Breakfast 

• Assessment reductions 
from which you may 
benefit. 

• Good Luck, Cpt. Brophy! 
• (A little) More inside... 

Upcoming Events: 
 

• January 18: 5th Annual 
Pancake Breakfast and 
Blood Drive 

• Every Friday, dinner 
specials. 

• February 19: Turkey Fry 
5-8 pm; $6.00 per 
person. 

Newsletter Editor Information: 
 

� Matt Klos 
 VFW 5040 News Editor 
 269 Forest Drive 
 Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
 

� phone: (815)-382-4593 
  
� email: matt.klos@vfw5040.org 

  
 �   fax: 707-667-2621 
 

Post Website and Email: 
 

� website: www.vfw5040.org 
 

� email: vfwpost5040@att.net 
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VFW Post 5040  

Post Officers 2008 - 2009 
 

Commander Fred Noble (815)-338-5655 

Senior Vice 
Commander 

Mike Lackey (815)-353-5287 

Junior Vice 
Commander 

Ed Lumpp (630)-460-8812 

Quartermaster Thom Gillespie (815)-338-6826 

Chaplain Pete Lockinger (815)-338-6449 

Service Officer Ted Biever (815)-338-9292 

Judge Advocate Dick Glawe (815)-385-3156 

Post Surgeon Harold Irwin (815)-338-1264 

Officer-of-the-Day Denny Burrs (815)-338-7014 

Adjutant Alan Belcher (815)-338-7689 

1 Year Trustee Larry Dhom (815)-338-4134 

2 Year Trustee Brian Ritter (815)-276-4802 

3 Year Trustee Arnie Doerfert (815)-385-2923 

Board of Directors  
2008 - 2009  

President Bud Porter (815)-338-4781 

Vice President Hank Enstrom (815)-337-5856 

Treasurer Thom Gillespie (815)-338-6826 

Director Charley Mathey (815)-338-5374 

Director Bob Gibson (815)-338-4142 

Director Russ Freeman (815)-338-3414 

Director Mike David (815)-338-5341 

Director Don Sword (815)-338-0068 

Director Fred Noble (815)-338-5655 

Club Manager Becky Gillespie (815)-338-6826 

Ladies Auxiliary to 
VFW Post 5040 

Post Officers 2008 - 2009  

President Nyda Fogarty (815)-338-1759 

Senior Vice 
President 

Bonnie Kagel (815)-648-4958 

Junior Vice Viola Brown (815)-338-1446 

Secretary Christine Gehrke (815)-338-3533 

Treasurer Barbara Gehrke (815)-338-1546 

Chaplain Karen Wells (815)-338-4821 

Guard 
Rose Mary  
Hellstern 

(815)-338-0653 

Conductress Christine Gehrke (815)-338-3533 

1 Year Trustee Lois Freund (815)-338-5261 

2 Year Trustee Geraldine Salyers (815)-206-3910 

3 Year Trustee Irene Brown (815)-459-3483 

Patriotic Instructor Lois Freund (815)-338-5261 

VFW POST 5040, WOODSTOCK 
We are open to the public! 

Honor the dead by helping the living. 

Woodstock VFW NEWS is published monthly by VFW Post 5040. 
Matthew Klos, Editor. Founded in July 1955 by Don Peasley 
(Editor 1955-2002). Sixteen time winner of the National VFW 
Awards for Best Post Publication. No. 1 in 1956, 1963, 1971,  
1985, and 2007. Second in 1968, 1970, 1990, 1997 and 1999. 
Third in 1983, 1984, 1986, 1991, 2000, 2001. Voted Illinois VFW’s 
best 32 times, including 1999-2001, 2005-2008.  
Circulation: ≈ 560.  Printed by Minuteman Press, Crystal Lake, IL 
Newsletter available online for download at:   www.vfw5040.org 


