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VFW 
Celebrates 65th 
Anniversary with 
Dinner Dance 

By Matt Klos 
 

    This year marks the 65 
year anniversary of VFW 
Post 5040. To mark the mile-
stone, the Post has decided to 
incorporate the anniversary 
into several events this year 
(parade and dinners) and also 
set aside one event to pay 
homage to this day. 
    On Saturday, June 18, a 
Prime Rib dinner will held at 
the Post. Unlike previous 
milestone dinners such as the 
50 and 60 year, this gala will 
be a little more subdued in 
the form of a dinner dance. 
Due to budget constraints, a 
large formal celebration is 
just not feasible. VFW 5040 
still wanted to mark this 
milestone in some fashion 
and this is what was decided.   
    We invite all our member-
ship to come, as this is your Post and it is the 65th Anniversary. Advance registration will be required and paid in full so we can get an 
accurate count of people and food quantities to purchase. On the day of the dinner, plans are to have a cocktail hour from 4-6pm with a 

prime rib dinner at 6:00pm. Tickets will be $20.00 per person and must be paid in full by June 1. Please use the below coupon to se-
cure your reservation at the Dinner Dance. We look forward to seeing some old and new faces.  

 

Yes, I/we plan on attending the  
VFW Post 5040 - 65th Anniversary Dinner Dance 

Saturday, June 18, 2011 
 

Please provide the following information:   Number Attending:  x  $20.00 / person 
 

Name:        Total Amount Enclosed:  
 

Address:      
       

City, State, Zip: 
 

Phone: 

Return To: VFW Post 5040 
  65th Anniversary Reservations 
  240 Throop Street 
  Woodstock, IL 60098 
 

Reservations must be paid in full by JUNE 1, 2011 
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� Chaplains Report � 
By Pete Lockinger, Chaplain 

 

Deaths:  

• Gene Fuller (February 12, 2011) 

• Delbert Priegnitz (February 25, 2011) 
 

Hospital: 

• Chuck Mathey - congestive heart failure 

(end of March). He is back at home as 
of April 3 and was even playing pool. 

• Harold and Jeanette Irwin, both had 

some injuries resulting from falls. 

April 2011 Calendar 
6 Cub Scouts 7 pm 

4 Memorial Day Committee 7 pm 
Little League 7 pm 
Girls Softball 7 pm 

7 Ladies Auxiliary 7 pm 

11 VFW Officers Meeting 7pm 
American Legion Post 412 7:30pm 

12 Woodstock Jaycees Board Mtg. 7:30 pm 

20 Veterans Assistance Commission of 
McHenry County 7 pm 

21 Marines 7:30 pm 
Marines Auxiliary 7:30 pm 

18 VFW Meeting - 6:30 dinner, floor mtg. 7 
pm 

26 Woodstock Jaycees Gen. Mtg. 7:30 pm 

28 VFW Board Meeting 7 pm 

Friday’s: Fish Fry 5 - 7:30 pm 
Lightning Raffle: 7 pm 

Saturday’s: Raffle 4 pm 

May 2011 Calendar 
2 Memorial Day Committee 7 pm 

Little League 7 pm 
Girls Softball 7 pm 

4 Cub Scouts 7 pm 

5 Ladies Auxiliary 7 pm 

9 VFW Officers Meeting 7pm 
American Legion Post 412 7:30pm 

10 Woodstock Jaycees Board Mtg. 7:30 pm 

16 VFW Meeting - 6:30 dinner, floor mtg. 7 
pm 

18 Veterans Assistance Commission of 
McHenry County 7 pm 

19 Marines 7:30 pm 
Marines Auxiliary 7:30 pm 

24 Woodstock Jaycees Gen. Mtg. 7:30 pm 

26 VFW Board Meeting 7 pm 

Friday’s: Fish Fry 5 - 7:30 pm 
Lightning Raffle: 7 pm 

Saturday’s: Raffle 4 pm 

30 Memorial Day 

13 Poppy Days - Signup for a slot to sell 
Poppies at the Post 

14 Poppy Days - Signup for a slot to sell 
Poppies at the Post 

15 VFW 5th District Meeting at Post 5040 

Mark Your Calendar 
District Meeting at Our Post  

May 15th, 2011 
District 5 at Woodstock Post 5040 
Memorial Service at 11:00 a.m. 

Lunch at noon 
Meeting 1:00 (election) 

Remembering  
Gene Fuller 

 

    For 22 years Gene shared his knowl-
edge about building houses with the 
Woodstock High School building trades 
program by finding housing sites and cre-
ating floor plans. Gene provided help for 
students in building 22 homes, and he was 
proud to observe many of the graduates 
who continued in that profession. 
    Gene enjoyed being a volunteer. His 
family told me he enjoyed delivering 
meals on wheels, working at the Wood-
stock Food Pantry, helping with Bingo at 
the VFW and giving assistance to friends 
in remodeling projects. 

Ed Asner, popular television and stage personality, (center) visited the Post March 14, the 
night before he appeared at the Woodstock Opera House. Asner’s performance as Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt, before and during World War II, (the next day) received an 
extended standing ovation. With Asner is Brian Ritter, VFW Commander (left) and Bill 
Urch, American Legion Commander. (Don Peasley photo) 

 
Thanks to all the donors, 
workers, and kitchen help 

at the March 20 Blood Drive. 
 
 

Also a special thank you to 
Andy who helped out in 

the kitchen. ☺ 

Memorial 
Day 

Ceremony 
on 

Woodstock Square 
 

10:00 am: Ceremony 
11:00 am: Parade 

 

Lunch served at Post 
After Parade 
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I didn’t know that was 
going on at the Post... 

 

Movie Night: once a month 
on a Saturday night 

 

Taco Bar: $1.00 a taco 
every Wednesday 

 

Trivia Contest: Every 
 Thursday at 6pm 

 

Prime Rib Dinner: 
First Friday of Month 

 

...Raffles too? 
 

Helicopter Tour: 
$5/ticket; raffle on 
 Memorial Day 

 

Rifle raffle: $10/ticket 
    1st: M1 Garand, 1943 

Collector Grade 
    2nd: .45 caliber pistol, 
model 1911 automatic, 

Rock Island 
 

300 tickets to be sold, 
raffle on Memorial Day 

Woodstock VFW members gather at the 
Woodstock VFW Post 5040 Home March 4 
to celebrate the 65th anniversary of the Post 
receiving its charter in 1946. Several events 
throughout the year are planned to celebrate 
the milestone anniversary. From left, front: 
Wayne Heidke, John Hart, Arnie Doerfert, 
Chuck Mathey, Dick Glawe, Ed Chambers 
and Bob James, Senior Vice Commander. 
Back: David Clinge, Don Perkins, Hank Eng-
strom, Brian Ritter, Commander; Tony Maly-
siak, Ralph Ritter and Ron Hay. (Don 
Peasley photo) 

Don Perkins, (left) 
World War II veteran 
and charter member 
of the Woodstock 
VFW Post 5040, 
joins Brian Ritter 
(right), Post Com-
mander, as mem-
bers observe the 
Post’s 65th anniver-
sary throughout 
2011. Photo was 
taken on March 4, 
2011, which is the 
actual charter date 
of Post 5040 -  
March 4, 1946. (Don 
Peasley photo) 

Ed Chambers, VFW board of directors vice 
president, leads VFW members to toast the 
65th anniversary on the evening of March 4, 
exact anniversary date of Post 5060 charter 
in 1946. (Don Peasley photo) 
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Patriot’s Pen and Voice 
of Democracy Essays 

By Matt Klos 
 

    In the December/January issue, the 
VFW 5040 winners of the student scholar-
ship contest’s, Patriot Pen (Grades 6 thru 
8) and Voice of Democracy (High 
School), were announced. Here are the 
winning entries transcribed for your read-
ing enjoyment.    
    Each of these winners from our Post 
was presented with a $100 savings bond 
from the VFW Ladies Auxiliary and Post. 
Thanks to all the students that partici-
pated. 

Voice of Democracy 
9th Grade Erick Murrer 

Topic: “Does My  
Generation Have a Role in 

America’s Future?” 
 

“One to Light the Way” 
 

    When my friends and I discuss politics 
and the news, the common response, “I 
could care less about politics.” Maybe my 
friends have a point. We’re only in high 
school; some of us can’t vote, drive a car, 
serve our country in the military, or even 
get a job. Music, school, video games- 
these are the items on our minds. But the 
truth is, our generation does matter. Be-
lieve it or not, we’ll be an adult in a few 
short years. 
    What really matters in life? I would say 
that freedom alone keeps one’s spirit 
alive. Because we live in a country that’s 
free, we can aspire to fulfill our dreams 
and make a positive impact. But freedom 
has a price. No, it’s not a tax; it’s coura-
geously fought for by our military men 
and women who risk and even give their 
lives for this cause. Not only do they fight 
for our country’s freedom, but other coun-
tries’ freedoms as well. 
    Do you want to lose this freedom? Free-
dom to go to church with your family; 
freedom to voice your opinions about 
what you like and dislike; freedom to live 
anywhere as you please; freedom to pro-
tect your family? Our freedom can easily 
be taken away. We must pay attention as 
to how our government respects the Con-
stitution which lays down the foundations 
for our country stressing our freedoms that 
cannot and must not be taken away. 
    We teens do matter. Yes, we’re not 
adults yet, but we can make a difference! 
American culture has deemed youth as not 
quite full citizens. This is far from the 
truth! Youth who are engaged in their 

Patriots Pen - 1st Place 
6th Grade Austin Murrer 
Topic: “Does Patriotism 

Really Matter?” 
 

    If you go to watch a football game at 
SUNY-Maritime College, don’t expect to 
see the name of the players on their jer-
seys. Instead, you’ll see words such as 
Respect, Family, Humility, Sacrifice, and 
Accountability emblazoned on the backs 
of the team. This college football team in 
New York City is honoring their head 
coach, Clayton Kendrick-Holmes, who 
has been called to active duty in Afghani-
stan. Before his team even takes the field, 
Coach Kendrick-Holmes reminds the 
players to put those words into action and 
to play the game of football with those 
principles in mind. 
    Clayton Kendrick-Holmes is a Lieuten-
ant-Commander for the U.S Naval Re-
serves. Also, he is a candidate for the 
NCAA Coach of the Year Award. When 
he is deployed in November, he will be 
leaving behind his wife and two young 
sons. 
    Does patriotism still matter? Just ask 
Coach Kendrick-Holmes. He’s putting his 
career on hold to serve our country. What 
he’s doing is showing his true character 
and how passionate he is about protecting 
our freedom. There are many more stories 
across this great country of men and 
women just like Coach Kendrick-Holmes 
– stories of self-sacrifice to ensure our 
nation’s freedom. Freedom from oppres-
sion; freedom from tyranny. Freedom to 
pursue one’s dreams! For me, patriotism is 
being willing to make the ultimate sacri-
fice not only for fellow soldiers, but for 

community now will be engaged as an 
adult. To develop a responsible citizen-
ship, we should get our youth engaged in 
democracy by identifying issues that im-
portant to the community by participation 
and activism. The civic engagement of 
youth in our society will produce the lead-
ers of tomorrow. 
    Participation in groups like youth-led 
Community Forums sponsored by 4-H, 
Toastmasters International, and teen group 
ministries at local churches provide my 
generation with the invaluable spring-
boards for effective communication and 
leadership. There is a ripple effect; when 
you get involved, others will too. 
    You should actually read the Constitu-
tion and understand what the founding 
forefathers intended for America. The 
great forefathers purposed in their hearts 
to include that we should find “life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.” With 
the Constitution defining what is right and 
wrong, we can determine what decisions 
emulate the Constitution. 
    Register to vote when you turn eight-
een. Voting is such a powerful tool pro-
vided by our representative democracy. 
Voting allows us to change the things we 
don’t like, keep the things that we like, 
and also permits our voice to be heard. 
    Consider serving your country in the 
military, National Guard, or the Reserves 
after you graduate. In doing so, you will 
become an integral part in preserving our 
nation’s freedom. 
    Show support for our soldiers for what 
they do, no matter what you think of the 
war. Our support and patriotism gives our 
soldiers a great sense of morale. When our 
nation’s patriotism is at a high, it unities 
us. United we stand, divided we fall. It’s 
important to pray for our soldiers as well. 
    Become involved in the democratic 
process. Inform potential voters where the 
candidates stand on issues. My generation 
can help out on the campaign trail by an-
swering phone calls, handing out voting 
literature, and putting up signs in the com-
munity. 
    If we become active in the American 
dream now, we secure a bright future for 
America. One from my generation might 
say, “But I’m too young.” Thomas Edison 
became a manager of a telegraph office at 
the age of fifteen. Robert Jarvik, inventor 
of the artificial heart, devised his first in-
vention, the surgical stapler at the age of 
seventeen. Albert Einstein began to for-
mulate his theory of relativity at the age of 
seventeen. No one would ever have imag-
ined in their time that these people, who 
we know to be famous, would be such and 

important part of American history. Or 
consider Jack Lucas, a WWII veteran, 
who was the youngest soldier to receive 
the Medal of Honor at the age of seven-
teen after using his body to shield three of 
his fellow soldiers from a grenade which 
nearly killed him in Iwo Jima. Ingenuity, 
heroism, and patriotism are a mix that 
makes a nation unshakeable from its 
strong foundations in the belief of a 
greater purpose to serve our God. 
    Realize that we are American. America 
was a dream made into reality produced 
by our forefathers. Be proud of our heri-
tage and share it with others. A favorite 
song of mine best sums it up: “To live the 
way that you believe, this is your opportu-
nity, to let your live be one that lights the 
way.” 
    So my friends, focus your attention on 
what really matters. 
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Patriots Pen - 2nd Place 
8th Grade Dana Emery 
Topic: “Does Patriotism 

Really Matter?” 
 

Dear Soldier,  
    What is patriotism? Is it standing up for 
what is right? Is it loving and loyal sup-
port of one’s country? People may love 
living in the United States, so does that 
make them patriotic? Patriotism is proba-
bly one of the hardest words to define in 
today’s society. 
    Soldier, you are a patriot. You risk so 
much, your sanity, your secrets, and your 
life. Yet, when you return home, you have 
so much pride, knowing that you served 
your country, knowing that you have 
made this nation a better place. Do your 
neighbors look up to you as a patriot, or 
do they see you as a hero? Or perhaps 
those two words share the same meanings, 
hero and patriot. Either way soldier, you 
are my patriot. You have fought to keep 
me free, you have fought to protect me, 
and you have fought to make this country 
a better place. 
    Who do you think are patriots, soldier? 
Are you too humble to allow yourself such 
an honor? Do you think of the men sleep-
ing in the bunks next to you as patriots? 
Instead do you think of the family back 
home, waiting for their soldier to come 
back from the call of duty? In my mind, 
you are patriot; you serve our country in 
her time of need. You help make the 
United States a better place. You do so 
much. I sometimes wonder do you realize 

Patriots Pen Winner - 3rd 
Place 7th Grade 
Ian Andersen 

Topic: “Does Patriotism 
Really Matter?” 

 

    Patriotism is defined as love or devotion 
for one’s country. Is patriotism in the 
United States still important today? I be-
lieve that it is for many reasons. Patriotism 
promotes unity of the citizens, it helps us 
carry out our civic duties, encourages peo-
ple to help each other, and have superior 
ethics. 
    Patriotism promotes unity because peo-
ple who love their country will work to-
gether for a common good. People can 
achieve more when they are working for a 
common goal. Unified people make the 
United States a better and stronger place 
because there is strength in numbers. 
    Patriotism assists citizens to carry out 
civic duties. One can support the govern-
ment by voting for the best possible candi-
date and becoming educated on public 
issues. It is very important to support the 
United States military because they are 
fighting overseas and giving their lives for 
this country. Also, it is every American’s 
duty to obey the laws of this country. Be-
ing patriotic means that I stand up for my 
country and defend the constitution. 
    Patriotism encourages concern for the 
welfare of others. Volunteering is a great 
way to help and put others before you. For 
example, you can help the elderly, donate 
food to a local food pantry, or donate 
blood to a community blood bank. 
    Supporting the development of good 
morals and ideals is patriotic. Being Patri-
otic requires a good character. You cannot 
be devoted to your country if you don’t 
have strong morals. American citizens 
should be honest, loving, hard working, 

my country and for my family. Clayton 
Kendrick-Holmes is demonstrating that 
not only does patriotism still matter, but 
it’s alive and thriving in America. 
    When some people think of a hero, they 
think Superman or Batman. But the real 
heroes are the men and women of our 
Armed Forces whose bravery, strength, 
and willingness to serve are commend-
able. The patriots who founded our coun-
try realized the importance of faith in God 
to advance the causes of freedom. That 
was true then, and it’s still true today. Pa-
triotism is paramount in preserving our 
freedom. It’s the fabric of our country. It 
unites and inspires us as a nation. 
    In thank God for bringing men of faith 
who want to preserve what is moral and 
just and uphold the principals of the Con-
stitution. I thank the brave men like Clay-
ton Kendrick-Holmes who listen to their 
calling – the soldiers past, present, and 
future who are passionate about keeping 
the American dream alive. 

and ethical. 
    As one can see, patriotism is very im-
portant in the United States today. With 
patriotism, we have good ethics, carry out 
our civic duties, and help other people. 
Without patriotism we would not be 
united people. I feel proud to live in this 
great country. But America would not be 
what it is today if we didn’t have patriot-
ism. 

how sacred you are in today’s society? 
When you come back a veteran, people 
will look up to you soldier. They will no-
tice what you have sacrificed to keep them 
free. I will notice, I promise you that. 
    Why does this matter? People today 
don’t understand this question. Their 
minds draw a blank, but for one word. 
That one word is veteran. Our nation’s 
veterans are what make this country what 
it is today. We would be nothing without 
them. Soldier, you will one day be a vet-
eran. We will greet you when you arrive 
back home, with warm hugs and bright 
smiles, congratulating you on the task you 
have completed, bust most of all soldier, 
you will be congratulated on your patriot-
ism. 

Alice Nulle to 
sell 3rd printing of 

recipe book 
By Matt Klos 

 

    Alice Nulle, wife of deceased VFW 
Post 5040 member Hank Nulle, has re-
vised and added to her previous collection 
of recipes. 
    In memory of her husband, some pro-
ceeds from the sale of this third printing 
will benefit the McHenry County Histori-
cal Society. Hank and Alice were very 
involved with this organization for a num-
ber of years. 
    “Hank even drove the traveling mu-
seum (school bus) to parades and func-
tions in the county,” recalled Alice. 
    Copies will be available at VFW Post 
5040, McHenry County Historical Soci-
ety, and Read Between the Lynes on 
Woodstock Square. 
    If you would like to purchase a recipe 
book but are unable to get one of these 
local outlets, please contact Alice on how 
to go about purchasing. Alice’s phone: 
 

(815)-337-7529 
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Remembering 
Barney DeWane 

By Don Peasley 
 

    Barney DeWane, who served in the 
U.S. Coast Guard 1942-1946, died Sun-
day, February 20. He was a munitions 
supervisor, loading bombs onto ship in 
Los Angeles. 
    After graduating from Belvidere High 
School he worked from 1938-1942 at 
Alemite in Woodstock. After the service 
he returned to Alemite. Barney founded 
DeWane Studios in Woodstock in 1946. 
    Many hundred Little Leaguers remem-
ber Barney DeWane. Who could forget his 
pleasant attitude, his clever wisecracks to 
cause a smile as he took individual and 
team photos of the players for over 25 
seasons! 

    Barney DeWane worked as Wood-
stock’s premier photographer for over 50 
years until health problems gradually 
ended his photographical assignments 
both in his studio and wherever he was 
needed on-site. 
People may remember Barney DeWane 
for his skill as an enthusiastic photogra-
pher but I will also remember him for his 
warm personality and gusto for whatever 
assignment he was tackling.  
Several thousand children were the center 
of his attention through the six decades of 
photographing hundreds of school groups. 
Thousands of brides, too!     
    I also remember Barney and Jim invit-
ing VFW members to the studio for a 
photo taken free as part of the VFW’s 50th 
anniversary celebration in 1996. We pub-
lished those in that month’s VFW News. 
    Introduction to photography came with 

a visit to his uncle’s studio in Chi-
cago, thus his new career in mid-
1946. Barney laughed when he 
talked about that change during my 
2008 interview. He recalled his 
brother Leo contacted people and 
persuaded them to let Barney come 
to the home to take photos. They 
solicited in northern Illinois and 
southern Wisconsin. 
    “We charged $1.49 for a black-
and-white 8 x 10 photo,” he said in 
disbelief as he realized the price of 
things now. 

    His in-home photography busi-
ness was called Kiddie Graph 
Studio, before moving to the 
Square in the early 1960s. His 
wife Arlene worked with him in 
the studio and in managing the 

business. 
    “She was a real partner,” he told me 
wistfully. “Ours was a seven-days-a-week 
commitment.” 
    Arlene died in November 2010. 
    Until his health became a problem, 
Barney was active in a variety of photo 
assignments with his son Jim. Barney be-
gan training Jim when Jim was in grade 
school, so it was natural for Jim to become 
a fulltime member with his Dad in 1980, 
immediately after graduating from Marian 
Central. 
    During the past 65 years, Barney wit-
nessed many changes in cameras, includ-
ing advent of the digital camera with a 
significant change in the way a studio is 
conducted today. 
    I was surprised with his answer to my 
question about his favorite part of the 
business during my early December 2010 
visit at Fair Oaks Health Care Center. “My 
favorite was to work in the dark room and 
see the photo that came from the negative 
I was working with. I enjoyed that part of 
the business,” he said. 
    In 1996 during the 50th anniversary 
celebration of DeWane Studio, Barney 
recalled many of the reunions, school 
groups, first communions, family get-
togethers and commercial assignments he 
had undertaken. DeWane Studio takes 
photos for several high school and grade 
school yearbooks. 
    I remember most of all is my privilege 
to call Barney a friend. With his warm 
personality and friendly demeanor, he was 
well-liked and respected. Fortunately, he 
has his son Jim with a similar talent for 
photography and warm personality to con-
tinue serving the community in a personal 
way. 

Barney DeWane (right) and his son Jim have pho-
tographed thousands of athletic teams including 
2008 Little Leaguers when this photo was taken. 
Barney, 89 died Sunday, February 20. Jim contin-
ues to manage and operate DeWane Studio. (Don 
Peasley photo) 

We needed at least one photo to show what the VFW looked like 
after the blizzard that took place February 2-3, 2011. Woodstock 
had over 21” of snow. (Ralph Ritter photo). 

VFW-American Legion membership committee finalizes plans 
for this year’s Memorial Day observance during a meeting April 
4 at the VFW. The traditional Memorial Day program will begin 
at 10 a.m. Monday, May 30 in the Woodstock Square. From 
left: Jim Shoemaker, Chris Gehrke and Dick Glawe. (Don 
Peasley photo) 
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Schneider - Leucht - Merwin & Cooney 
Funeral Home 

Serving Your Community For Over 50 Years. 
 

Michael H. Cooney - Daniel P. Cooney 
1211 N. Seminary, Woodstock  815-338-1710 

ESTABLISHED FOR MORE THAN 120 YEARS 
 

Zoia Monument Co., IncZoia Monument Co., IncZoia Monument Co., IncZoia Monument Co., Inc. 
222 WASHINGTON STREET 
WOODSTOCK, IL 60098 

 

JAMES A. ZOIA PRESIDENT 

 
PHONE 815/338-0358 
FAX 815/338-0375 

POLLOCK, MEYERS  

& EICKSTEADT, LLP 
 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
 

HARRIS BANK BLDG. 

100 WEST WASHINGTON STREET 

MARENGO, ILLINOIS 60152 
WWW.MARENGOLAW.COM 

 

(815) 568-8071                 FAX (815) 568-0003 

 
  

815-338-6464 

B T M 
BTM INDUSTRIES, INC. 

604 Washington Street 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

Quality Water is Not a Matter of 

Chance. It is a Matter of Choice. 

 

 

 
 

711 Amsterdam St. - Woodstock, IL 60098 

815-338-3344 
Rent with option to purchase. 

OAKLAND CEMETERY 

14307 Kishwaukee Valley Rd. 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

DWIGHT AUSTIN, Pres. 

(815) 338-4309 Est. 1859 

www.awolarmysurplus.com 

 

 

1104 Front St 
 

McHenry 
 IL 60050 

 

815-344-2299 

Our 62nd Year in Woodstock 

BENOY MOTOR  

SALES, INC. 

1790 S. EASTWOOD DRIVE 
WOODSTOCK, IL 60098 (815) 338-5100 

Raymond C. Benoy 
President 

MELISSA J. COONEYMELISSA J. COONEYMELISSA J. COONEYMELISSA J. COONEY    

                                            Attorney at Law 
 

  Zukowski, Rogers,  
          Flood & McArdle 
 

50 Virginia Street 
Crystal Lake , Illinois 60014 

Ph: (815)-459-2050 / Fax: (815)-459-9057 
 

mcooney@zrfmlaw.com 

911 Rail Dr Unit A 
PO Box 1810 
Woodstock, IL 60098 

PH. 815-338-1580 
FAX. 815-338-9339 

P.O. Box 311 
Woodstock, IL  
60098 

Marine Corps 

League  
 

McHenry County  
Detachment 1009 

Meets every 3rd Thursday of 
every month, 7:30 PM 

Woodstock VFW Post 5040 
240 N. Throop St. 

� 
WOODSTOCKWOODSTOCKWOODSTOCKWOODSTOCK    

AMERICAN LEGIOAMERICAN LEGIOAMERICAN LEGIOAMERICAN LEGIONNNN     

 

Meets Second Monday of 
Each Month 

(Except  December) at the 
VFW at 7:30 P.M. 

From the  
Editor’s Desk   
By Matt Klos, 

VFW News Editor 
 

Welcome to the April / 
May edition of the newsletter. This 

is probably getting to you very late in April and I 
must say that I am sorry about that. It took a 
while to get this issue out between work and try-
ing to get things done around the house. I kept 
putting it off and had to finally force myself to do 
it, so finally it is done. 
    Elections for the next years officers will take 
place on April 18. Nominations at the March 
VFW meeting were made for the following: 
 

• Commander: Robert James 

• Sr. Vice: Brian Ritter 

• Jr. Vice: Jason Moody 

• Quartermaster: Mark Freund 

• Chaplain: Pete Lockinger 

• Judge Advocate: Dick Glawe 

• Surgeon: Harold Irwin 

• 1 Year Trustee: Arnie Doerfert 

• 2 Year Trustee: John Hanson 

• 3 Year Trustee: Patrick DeGeorge 
 

    This issue marks the 100th paper issue that I 
have produced since taking over as the Wood-
stock VFW News editor position from Don 
Peasley beginning with the August 2002 issue. 
Don was editor from 1955-2002, producing 564 
issues. The Woodstock VFW News is an 18-time 
winner of the National VFW Awards for Best 
Post Publication contest. It won First Place in 
1956, 1963, 1971, 1985, 2007, 2009, and 2010. 
Second Place in 1968, 1970, 1990, 1997, and 
1999. Third Place in 1983, 1984, 1986, 1991, 
2000, and 2001. It was voted Illinois VFW's best 
34 times including 1999-2001, 2005-2010. Just 
last month we were notified that we took First 
Place in the Department (State) publication con-
test, so chalk it up as number 35 for Illinois’ best. 
    However, this accomplishment is a bittersweet 
victory. With the writing of this issue, I am mak-
ing the decision to step down as my role of editor 

for our VFW Post 5040 newsletter, Woodstock 
VFW News. The June/July issue will be my final 
issue. 
    For many this will come as a surprise. From 
the beginning, I had intentions of only being the 
editor for a short while. It was a role I fulfilled at 
the time and I slowly grew into. Over the nine 
years, the publication matured as did I, the format 
changed, printing processes changed, and we 
even got a digital copy put on the website each 
month. 
    Within the last year, I have seen my ambition 
waning with each month that I created a newslet-
ter. I felt that if I continued this way, the quality 
and content won’t be what I am happy with and 
that isn’t fair to the membership. 
    I don’t know what the future holds for this 
publication. Printing and mailing are costly for 
our Post to keep this publication going. I don’t 
know if another person will step up as editor.  
    My thoughts right now are to possibly do 
something with the website to keep it more up to 
date and have it be the leading source and keeper 
of our Post information. I can hear it now, a lot of 
moans and groans of “I don’t have access to a 
computer, I don’t own a computer, I can’t use a 
computer, etc.”. Change is hard for all of us, but 
sometimes it has to be done. You might want to 
give it a shot and find out what it’s all about. You 
may be surprised. 
    I don’t want to create a digital newsletter to 
broadcast out to everyone either. I’d rather load 
up some content such as current events and possi-
bly some photos here and there of things that are 
going on. It’s up in the air though. 
    I wanted to share this with you all to let you 
know what my intentions are. So if you find that 
you are not getting a newsletter in the next sev-
eral months, you will know why. I have some 
work to do with the website and updates to be 
made, so keep checking there to get information. 
Hopefully that will be a link that still keeps our 
membership informed of current and upcoming 
events. Thanks for your understanding. If you do 
have any questions, send me an email or drop a 
letter in the mail.    

vfw5
040.

org 



This months issue: 
 

 

• VOD and PP winning essay 

transcripts. 

• Ed Asner stops by Post 5040. 

• Post Election Nominations. 

• And a couple of more things of 

interest inside... 
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VFW Post 5040  

Post Officers 2010 - 2011 

Commander Brian Ritter (815)-276-4802 

Senior Vice 
Commander 

Robert James (224)-623-2423 

Junior Vice 
Commander 

Charles Chapman (815)-338-1197 

Quartermaster Mark Freund (815)-530-1025 

Chaplain Pete Lockinger (815)-338-6449 

Service Officer Mike Iwanicki (815)-334-4229 

Judge Advocate Dick Glawe (815)-385-3156 

Post Surgeon Harold Irwin (815)-338-1264 

Officer-of-the-Day Ron Hay (815)-337-1407 

Adjutant Matt Klos (815)-382-4593 

1 Year Trustee Allan Belcher (815)-338-7689 

2 Year Trustee Arnie Doerfert (815)-385-2923 

3 Year Trustee John Hanson (815)-338-7890 

Board of Directors  
2010 - 2011  

President John Widmayer (815)-338-2035 

Vice President Ed Chambers (815)-703-9000 

Treasurer Mark Freund (815)-530-1025 

Secretary Mike Lackey (815)-353-5287 

Director John Hanson (815)-338-7890  

Director Charles Mathey (815)-338-5374 

Director Brian Ritter (815)-276-4802 

Director Russ Freeman (815)-338-3414 

Director Bob Gibson (815)-338-4142 

Club Manager Jeanne Kulinski (815)-338-5040 

Building Engineer Ralph Ritter (815)-338-5018 

Ladies Auxiliary to 
VFW Post 5040 

Post Officers 2010 - 2011  
President Christine Gehrke (815)-338-3533 

Senior Vice 
President 

Viola Brown (815)-338-1446 

Junior Vice Bonnie Kagel (815)-648-4958 

Secretary Jessica Rathbone (815)-338-1546 

Treasurer Michelle Patnaude (815)-560-2135 

Chaplain Karen Wells (815)-338-4821 

Guard Geraldine Salyers (815)-206-3910 

Conductress Marie Salyers (815)-388-4130 

1 Year Trustee Barbara Gehrke (815)-338-1546 

2 Year Trustee Geraldine Salyers (815)-206-3910 

3 Year Trustee Marie Salyers (815)-388-4130 

Patriotic Instructor Barbara Gehrke (815)-338-1546 

Post 5040 Chartered March 4, 1946 
 

Woodstock VFW NEWS is published 
monthly by VFW Post 5040. Matthew 
Klos, Editor. Founded in July 1955 by 
Don Peasley (Editor 1955-2002). 
Eighteen time winner of the National 
VFW Awards for Best Post Publication. 
No. 1 in 1956, `63, `71, `85, 2007, `09, 
and `10. Second in 1968, `70, `90, `97 
and `99. Third in 1983, `84, `86, `91, 
2000, `01. Voted Illinois VFW’s best 35 
times, including 1999-2001, 2005-
2011. 

 

Circulation: ≈ 515.  Printed by: 
Minuteman Press, Crystal Lake, IL 

 

Newsletter available online for 
download at:   www.vfw5040.org 

Upcoming Events: 
 

• Every Friday, Lightning Raffle 

and Fish Fry. 

• May 13/14: Poppy Days 

• May 30: Memorial Day on the 

Square and Parade 

• June 18: 65 Anniversary Din-

ner Dance (see front page). 

VFW POST 5040, WOODSTOCK 
65 years of service: 1946-2011 
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Newsletter Editor Contact: 
 

� Matt Klos 
 VFW 5040 News Editor 
 269 Forest Drive 
 Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
 

� phone: (815)-382-4593 
 

� email: matt.klos@vfw5040.org 
 

�    fax: (707)-667-2621 
 

Post Website and Email: 
 

� website: www.vfw5040.org 
 

� email: info@vfw5040.org 


