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HISTORIC MOMENT!
May 1968 as Past
Commanders receive
Life Memberships.
This boosted the total
to 25, assuring Post
5040 of a Perpetual
Charter, Front: Don
Wilkerson, Frank
Cacci, Bill Thomson,
Bill Mansfield, Joe

| Thiede, Earl Holm,
Roy Stackhouse.
Back: Arncld Romo,
Kenneth Kerns, Dean
Mishler, Ervin Burg,
Arthur Schuld Jr.,
LaVern Emricson,
Kennath Korst and
Howard Wolff,

FOURTH OF JuULY
FESTIVAL!

For many years, this was
a VFW sponsored and
staffed community-wide
celebration “to keep family
off the roads" and provide
wholesome local enter-
tainment. This isa 1954
view of City Park where
the swimming pocl is now
located.

OM THE COVER—FPhotos depict the four pillars, the foundation for VFW Post 5040. VETERANS—Manthly trips to visit hospitalized veterans
at Narth Chieage: Gertrude Korst, Mary Wille, Betty Mishler, Loretta Heidtke and Elna Schmidt, COMMUNITY—0ne communily service ex-
ample, V-J Day and Pageant of Drums, 20 years, headed by Maynard Wilkerson. PATRIOTISM—Flags to schools is an example, This phote
shows a flag raising at 5t. Marny School: Terry Menzel, Lee Murphy and VFW Commander Howard Wellf. YOUTH—Litlle League, Teener
League, Christmas parties. This photo shows Little League action at Sullivan Field (Don Peasley Historic Gallery Photos)
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Special assistance wilh this issue by Leslie McLesr and Denise Grafi Ponstein. Also Joe and Marge Thiede, Henry Mulle, Sarah Peasley,
Cheryl Wormley, and Barney DeWane. Graphics and layout by Denise Graff Ponstein al INDEpth Graphics and Printing. All photos by Don
and Mark Peaslay unless otherwise indicated, Woodstock VFW NEWS is winner of 11 national VFW awards and over 25 state VFW
awards in "best Post publication” competition. Special acknowledgment to Maynard Wilkerson and Dwayna Raney as business managers
in the first few years of this publication, and thanks to the only four printers during the 50 years: Betty Lindvall and Helen Jenner at Allied
Printing; Herbert and Joyce Miller and Fred Noer at the Walworth Times; Ken Karns; and for the past 15 years, Dale Brown and Mike
Hitzeman at Schrmidt Printing. Copyright 1996 by Don Peasley, Woodstock, llinois 80098, June 1, 1986,




% % % On 4 Pillars, the VEW Builds

By DOM PEASLEY
Woodstock VFW NEWS Editar

Throughout 50 years, members of the
Woodstock VFW and Auxiliary have strived
to build on three pillars:

1. Service to Veterans.

2. Service to Youths and

Families.

3. Service to our Community.

This issue of the Waodstock VFW
MEWS rellects on the five decades since
Workd War Il velerans in late 1245 began
work lgading to MPW Post 5040, The char-
ter came through on March 4, 1946, our
Post's official birthday!

Producing this maonthly publication for
the WEW and Auxiliary since the first issue
July 1855 is a labor of love for this editor—
ol pride in being so inlimalely associaled
over an extended period with men and
women dedicated to serving olhers:

In a special way we salute the hundreds
of valunlesrs who place Service First,

Your dedication, in an unassuming, of-
ten-untold manner, helps shape the VFW
into & formidable community servant as well
as a dependable helping hand for velerans.
Helping veterans of course remains the Mo.
1 responsibility for VEW and Auxiliary mem-
bears.

I this 50th anniversary issue, | add a
Fourh Pillar:

4. Patriotism.

Members' devotion 1o country is deep
and troe. Through the VEW and Auxiliary,
you show it in many ways; Flying the Ameri-
can flag daily; donating flags to schools, civic
groups, and local organizations; sponsoring
the Vioice of Democracy essay conlasl; con-
ducting programs at schools 10 focus atlien-
tion on whal patriofism means and how good
cilizens respect their country’s heritage; tak-
ing part in career days at schools: suppaort-
ing the National Guard; opening each meel-
ing with a prayer and Pledge of Allegiance;
and conducting Memorial Day and Veterans
Day cbservances each year,

This anniversary Woodstock VFW
WEWS includes "Down Memaory Lana"
vignettes from membars and community
leaders, | appreciate this response with per-
sonal memories.

Phatos help remind us of activities and
people involved in Post 5040—not by any
means do we show all who have been a part
of the YFW but | hope readers will consider

RAY SODEN, Past VW National Commander (lell), presents Commander Ed Wille with the Perpetual
Charter, Art Muller, Mational Council mamber, is with Soden and Wille. March 29, 1965,

EUPFGFIT GF F’UPPY DAYS s a S0-yvear
commitment, oiten with colorful displays and
alwrays with many mambers on the sireets, Maney
collected is used for YFW Retiel Fund, Belly
Stackhouse and Rulth Wilkerson directed Ihis
display an the Square, Lorraing Halm is at lefi,
1956

my pholas through the years a salute to all
who have made Post 5040 one of
Woodstock's truly outstanding community
arganizations.

While Service to Vetarans is paramount,
another characteristic of the VFW and Aux-
iliary has been the readiness to help a good
cause. . loraise maoney, provide volunleers.
and support a communily enterprse,

Another charactaristic during these 50
years has been the willingnass 1o lackle big
projects—big in work, in scope, in financial
risk. The Fourth of July Festival was an early
commitment. The V-J Day celebralion and
Pageant of Drums {1955-1974) was anather
gigantic undertaking.

This year, as our 50th anniversary pre-
sentation 1o our communily, the VEW pre-

V-J DAY COLOR GUARD, all Vietnam War
velerans: Bob Bishop, Geng Church, Chuck
Gehrke and Fred Douglass, 1970,

semted a Memaonal in the picluresque city
square. It was dedicated during Memarial
Diay ceremonigs and reads:
Dedicated to all Veterans of
U. 5. Arimed Forces

Past, Present and the Future

From 1950 until the sarly 19603, the
YW handled concessions and carnival at
the MeHenry County Fair, The VEW helped
organize the Lillle League in 1954 and has
been a constanl financial supporler since.
The 13-15-year-old Teener League was a
Mational YFW program for many years,

In those first years of the VEW, a hous-
ing shortage was a serious problem. Don
Wilkerson led the VRW's Invelvementin gan-
erating action. Wilkerson recalled another

Continwed on Page 4
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Down
Memory Lane

{Editor's Note: VFW and Auxil-
iary members re-live their VFW
years through Down Memory Lane
throughout this anniversary issue.)

&=9)

Jim and | were introduced to the VFW
Past 5040 when we lived in Cary, Il When
we moved to Woodstock in 1981 we look
advantage of the very good fellowship and
camaraderie we found there. Everyone at-
ways made time lo welcome us and visit
even though we did not join right avway. | can-
not recall when Jim did join as a Lifetime
mamber, but we have enjoyved averything
immensely,

Joe and Marge, all the bartanders,
wailpersons—EVERYOME always makes us
feel like they arz so glad we came when we
are able 10 gel back to visit,

Jim misses his three o'clock fun fime
there VERY much. He so enjoyed the fel-
lowship and card games. He loved to "chew
the fat" with all the guys when he retired. We
are in lowa so we can travel a lot. There are
rmary Lhings we miss, of course,

We really enjoy our Weoodstock VFIWY
MWEWS and are very glad the Post has il as
it keeps us in touch, We feel—UNITED WE
STAND—ARART WE FALL. Unity is wonder-
ful and perhaps best for all veteran groups,

Yours in Comradeship,
Jim and Bette Stone
Mapleton, lowa

(=D

| rermember all the years a group of us
decorated the reviewing stand for the V-J Day
parades and the good limes we had at the
carnivals al city park. Onee during a violant
thunderstorm most of the booths blew down.

I helped with the Bingo games at the
old huilding. We had so many Bingo players
they had 1o sit on the steps to play.

We had good limes working on many
dinners and VFW picnics at cily park. My
good friend Ray Gaylard and | would stop at
the club every day for years lo sign up far
the drawing which | never won.

| drove the tractor pulling the floatin the
VFW parade. | remember the funny car—

P e

VFW MEMBERS PURCHASED this hame fram the Austin family, 240 Throop Street, lor $12,000 and
started building an additicn in 1952, Joa Thiede was inslalled as Commander at the firsl major ceremeny

in gur sacond floor meating hall in 1954,

the old Model T Ford—with some big heavy

guys riding in the rear so it would rear up

when it started. So many of those good
Iriends have passed away.

Glen Fringer

Weoodstock

N

One of my earliest memorigs is work-
ing with Post 5040 after the purchase of the
old house that became our Post “home " We
ware dismantling the old brick posts off the
front porch and planning to lake them to the
city dump. | told the fellows it was closer to
my lot than the dump so the bricks were
hauled to my place. The chimney on my
house was built with those bricks. And, those
bricks are harder than concrete! | wonder if
the bricks aran’t close to 100 years old now,

Anather vivid memory is helping Gor-
don Wallis and others cooling pop-in horse
tanks at festivals held in city park.

I recall in 1943 my squadron was sent
to the extreme northern tip of of Australia
on the York peninsula in preparation for the
Coral Sea battle. & heavy bombardment
group of B-24s came to join us on the York
peninsula. Later, aboul 1947-1848, | was
“shooling the breeze” with ane of our Post
5040 members, Richard (Doc) May. | discov-
erad he was a member of that same B-24
Group!

| am a member of the firing squad and

have kept a shell from each event for the
past two or three years. | inscribad the event
on gach shell | fired and now have 40 shells
in my callection.

In 1992 John Sorensen and | were the
only two active Father and Son teams in the
Pasl, My son Richard is currently an active
mermber of his Post on 1he Hawaiian island
of Kauai.

Harold R. Irwin
Woodstock

(=

| joined the VFW in 1968 and became
maore actively involved in the early 1970s. |
moved up through the chairs and served as
Commander 1977-78 and 1978-79. | beligve
I was on the board of directars for nine years,
| have served as adjutant nine out of the last
10 years.

| have enjoyed working on different func-
fions and enjoy the number of friends | have
made belonging to the VEW. The past 18
years | have baen calling for Bingo and | have
marched in Memaorial Day parades. My wifa
and | ga ta the Marth Chicago Vieterans Has-
pital and enjoy spending tirme with the vels
playing Bingo with tham,

What | really have seen is the growth in
attendance at our Post meetings and the
nurmber of Commanders who have come up
through the chairs the last 15 years.

Jim Gehrke
Weodstock




* % % [t's A Year to Celebrate

As the Woodslock VEW's 50th anniver-
sary celebralion nears, reminiscing stirs up
many recallactions. Down Memory Lane in
this issue reflects the respect and admira-
tion the men and women of Post 5040 have
tar their organization and their accomplish-
ments by working fogether for commaean in-
terest.

The formal anniversary has been set for
Saturday, Junez 8, delaying a couple of
rmonihs from the March 4, 1996 half century
charter date so veterans in the sunny South
in March could be back to enjoy this reunion.

Ancd what a reunion it will be! Members
living in Michigan, Florida, Calilernia, and
Maw York will be at the VFW Saturday, June
8. Our Post is being honored with the par-
licipation of Ray Soden in our celebration.
Ray is a Past Illinois VFW Commander
{1964-65) and Mational VFW Commander-
in-Chief {1973-74) who has been at our Post
many limes. He participated in our V-J Day
celebration in 1964, and he presented Paost
5040 with its Perpetual Charter on March
29,1969,

Ray, recognized for his agaressive lob-
bying for fair treatment of veterans by Con-
grass and the President, installed our VEW
oificers in May 1986, our 40th year.

Plan to come early on June 8. Make
your reservalions-- a few places are still
available at $10 each—ior a joyous reunion.
On display will be scrapbooks, photos and
other memorabilia provided by members.
The raception begins at 4 p.m., three hours
1o visil with friends, see many people back
especially for this celebration and enjoy the
success of the VEW in serving as a pillar of
strength for velerans throughout the half
century.

The dinner, served by Club Manager
Hose Kunavich, will start at ¥ pom. The pro-
gram will feature remembrances of the Aux-
iliary by Pat Gaylord, a talk by Bay Soden,
remembered for his forceful eflorts to obtain
adeguate funding of the Veterans
Administration's hospitals in the early 1970s,
and reflections by charter members,

Ray, 72, enlisted in the Mavy soon aftar
the attack on Pearl Harbor, He served aboard
the LISS Claxton, His ship was involved in
convoy duly for the invasion of Morth Alrica.
Then the squadron joined the war in the
Pacilic tar 1he invasions of Okinawa, Leyle
Guif, Guam, Saipan, Guadalcanal and lwo
Jima. He earned seven battle stars and two
Presidential Unit Citations.

Charler members of the Post will recall

RAY SODEMN, Fast Mational VFW Commander, is our 50th anniversary spaaker. He honared our Post
wilh his parlicipation in our 1964 V-J Day Dinner when he was Hinols VFW Commander, With him is
Lavarn Emricsan, 1984 Waadslock YFW Commander.

! i ]
1996-97 5040 ASSOCIATION board of directors.
Frant: Henry Nulle, Dean Mishler, John Curran,
Vice President; Joe Thiede. Back: Carl Glawa,
Richard Hushsch, Donald Sword, President; and
Raymond Hills, Sacretary. Absenl; Fred Reese.

AUXILIARY UNVEILS banner showing its charter
date: Jan, 29, 1947, From left: Joan Mansfield,
Ruby Wilkersan and Arlene Cacai,

the start of Post 5040 and how il has grown
1o its present position as one of Woodstock's
mosl oulstanding communily organizations
in addition to its commitment to veterans.
Music for the evening will be providad
by Mario with dancing to begin at 9:15 p.m.

1856-57 5040 ASSOCIATION board of directors,
Fronl: Bob Heidike, Bill Mansfigld, Bud Bahlor,
President; Gena Philipp and Gordon Wallis, Back:
Maynard Wilkerson, Del Lea, Daan Mishler and
Joe Thiede.

199697 OFFICERS. Hanry Mulle, G‘ammander
Robert Watls, Senior Vice Commandar: William
Lylard, Junior Vice Commander, Back: James
Gehrke, Adjutant; and Walter Kuck, Judge
Advocale.

Members of the 501h annivarsary commil-
tee are Henry Mulle, chairman; Ray and Yiola
Erown, Pat Gaylord, Joa Thisde, Walter
Kuck, Bob Watts, William Lyiord, Dean
Mishler and Don Peasley.
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENTS al lhe 35th annivarsary. Front: Barbam Gehrke, Glenna Cross, Sue Kyle,

Chriz Gehrke, Zelma Sehulz and Vara Erb, Back: Marian Long, Helen Kyle, Grace Hoay, Naomi Clcoit,
Elzanor Kesselring, Joan Mansfield, Ruby Wilkerson, Pal Gaylord and Irene Bischoff, 1981

BILL MANSFIELD ACCEPTS congratulations {ram Bill Thomson, 1851 Commander, Mansfiald waz
1952 Cemmander, Fram lefl: Bud Behler, Maynard Wilkerson, Bill Mansfield, Bab Reynolds and Bill
Thomson. 1952,

4 Pillars - Continued from Page 1

YEW commitment in the first years: The
VWFW conducted many military funerals as
hodies wera returned from overseas,

“The precise action and sincere devo-
tion of the WEW in this sad jask brought com-
munity commendation and credit 1o the Post”
he recalled.

Bill Thomson, a World War | vateran,
was a Woodstock Typewriter employee. Ina
1956 interview he told ma how the VEFW was
started in Woodstock,

44—

“ had a relative in the VFW in Califor-
nia, and | liked the program he talked aboul.”
said Thomson, "l joined the Crystal Lake Post
in 19242, and when veterans started coming
back, | began thinking about our own Post.

“I talked to Meil Cooney. He contacted
others who actually founded our VEW!

A Woodstock Semtine! clipping dated
Mov 15, 1945 tells aboul an organization
rmeeting of the VFW at the courthouse. MNeil
Cooney was elected first Commander at thal

. .q'-' * f '-‘.; -\- 'I : | a— WO
TENTH ANNIVERSARY May 5, 1956: Neil
Caaney (lell), 1946-47 Commander, and Ray
Lechner, Stale Commander. Helen Corey mads
lha beauliful cake, designed to reprasant an open
book.

meefing. The members met March 4, 1946
after receiving the charter o elecl new offic-
ers, Meetings wera held at the courthouse,
Odd Fellows Hall, and in the room above
the drug store at Benton and Cass.

On Dec. 16, 1948, members purchased
thiz Austin property for 512,000, This served
as headguarters until 1853 when the present
struclure (o the rear of that house was com-
pleted by members, Until the old house was
tarn down, the VEW donated its use to civic
groups such as the Adult and Child Reha-
bilitation Center.

Two major decisions in 1247: Help spon-
sor Memorial Day and make monthly rips
to the Veteran's Hospital at Morth Chicago.

In 1955 two enduring developrents: n
July members approved a monthly publica-
tion as a way to communicate with mem-
bers regularly. In early 1955 members sip-
porled Maynard Wilkerson's proposal for a
V-J Day Parade and Pageant of Drums, as
a patriotic adventure and community cel-
ebration. This 20-year aclivity brought na-
tional recognition (o the our Post.

Two ather ongoing commitments de-
serve recognition. One is the support of the
Mational Home at Eaton Rapids, Mich. for
widows and children of velerans, The ather
iz the annual Buddy Poppy Days, with the
money going to the hospitalized vetarans
who made them and to the Post for its relief
fund—maoney used sirictly for veterans and
their families who need help.



JOETHIEDE is a charter member who
las served wilh distinction as boared
mamber, Commander, Quariermaster
for the past 16 years and club manager
for over 25 years. He retired [ate last
year a5 manager—but he's still mest
comfariable in the kilchen where he's
served cur members and guesis ina
grand slyla.

-

YOLUNTEERS. WHO BETTER 1o lypily
volunfaensm than Pat Gaylord whose energy and
detenmination make “Soup la Nuts” a grand fund-
raiser! She also knows how 10 relax, anjoying the
chairs for sale with Sally Shoemaker.

* e
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YOLUNTEERS.YOU ARE A big part of why Posi

MARCH 29, 1969, an historic datle in Post 5040 history as it recelves the Parpetual Charter, These aro
5040 is suecessful. This special VFIW MEWS  Lite Members at this presentation. Frenl: Commander Ed Wille; Seated: Don Wilkerson, Frank Cacei,
edition is dedicaled fa you, and representative of  Bill Thamsan, Bill Mansfield, Earl Holm, Amold Ramo and Dean Mishler. Back: Frank Locs, Garndon

hoiw you help is Clifton Murphy, relaxing between  Walliz, Jim Rousey, Dwayne Raney, Howard Wollf, Ken Korst, Arl Schuld, Jim Gooney, Ed Maxwel,
sates al a "Soup to Muls” sale.

Ervin Burg and LaVern Emricson,
- TR R T

e gl b/
THE WFW ENTERED this float in Woodstack's Centennial Parade in 1852, The VFW is big on parades, sponsoring the memorabl

& \-J Day Parades and
Pageants al Drums fram 1855 through 1574 and now taking part in the Dick Tracy Days parades as honor guard with the colors 1o lead the parade; This
years Dick Tracy Days Parade; Sunday, Juno 23,
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% % % Hor h( Years

From the first years, the first Thurs-
day of the month had special significance
for VFW and Auxiliary members.

That date is the time for the trip to the
Veterans Hospital at North Chicago. This
commitmen! began in early 1847, and the
promise o remember haspitalized members
has heen kept each month since that—a
remarkable commitment!

So many deserve plaudils for this dedi-
cation. In the early years, the Esguires Or-
chestra led by Jim Bates participated in en-
lertaining hospitalized veterans. Frank and
Gloria Holy, Larry and Helen Kyle, and
Marge Henry are representative of those
who helped 5040 fulfill the promise in the
pasl.

Since 1970 Barbara Gehrke has been
a faithful visitor, Her husband Jim is also a
committed devoles of remembering hospi-
lalized veterans, and today this VW couple
provides the leadership and enthusiasm fo
keep Post 5040's commitment alive,

& typical trip now finds volunteers leay-
ing the VFW about 5:30 p.m. They go to the
WA Morth Chicago mental health cemer and
check in with the recreation chairman.

“We'll play Bingo and serve pizza and
pop” says Barbara. “We sometimes bring
toilet articles, T-shirls, clothes, puzzles,
books and magazines donated by our mem-

bars)

From Woadstock VFW NEWS
MARCH 1966 Downey Trips Are
Bright Stars For All

Ciffering understanding is ane of tha key
ways Auxiliary members help the men and
woman they visit al Dewney Hospital each
maonth.

Because of their experience in warking
with veterans at the big veteran’s hospital,
visitars from Post 5040 have been asked to
work with patignts in the psychiatric wing of
Downey Hospital.

Mrs. Yvonne Wollf, chairman of these
trips, says the contact with these people ovar
a period of time has helped acquaint volun-
teers with the true meaning of mantal iliness.

Fatients who atlend the VYFW Auxiliary
party are chosen carefully They are Tully
capable of this "outside” contacl. The visils
are uplifting, both to the patients and 10 the
VYFW men and women,

Continsed on Fage 7

We Remember

EARLY IN THE YFW'S HISTORY, VAW and .ﬂluxilia;;.r members made lwice-a-monih rips 10 Downey

Haospital ko visit hospitalized veterans. For 50 years this conlinues 10 be an ongoing monthly commitmeant,

18586,
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WODDSTOCK VFW arganized a collection for the
Greal Lakes Maval Hospital Christmas program,
December 5§, 1865, Peggy Colling, Miss WFW,
visited the hospital to help distribute giflls and
brighten the day for those she visited. From left:
Do Librande, Vietnam chairman  flor
Carpentersville, and Woodsiock VW
Commander Art Schuld,

FULFILLING THE COMMITMERNT 1o ramembar
hospitalized vaterans, thase Auxiliary members
ara ready for the monthly tip to Downey Hospital.
Thay're loaded with cupcakes and magazines far
this February 1966 journey. From left: Yvonne
Woltf, Helen Kyla, Auxliary Pragident; and Marge
Thiede,

DO YOU QLD-TIMERS recognize this raam? It's in the Austin home, our first building, 1934 or 1955,
with these Past Commanders: Bob Conway, Maynard Wilkerson, Jog Thiede, Bill Manshield and Bil
Thamson.



% % % 61 Charter Members (0f 224) Are Members Today

Of the original 224 charter members,
Quartermaster Joe Thiede reports 61 are
members today. There are a few charter
membears belonging to other Posts or not
members of any YFYW Post, bul just how
many Joe is unable to determine. Yet, it is
impressive to have so many charter mam-
bers still an integral part of Post 5040, and
o all them we exlend a special HAPPY AR-
MIVERSARY and CONGRATULATIONS on
helping establish the VFW in Waoaodslock,
Bob Conway and Carl McBroom were instru-
mental in obtaining 240 Throop Street as the
Post home, our location today, Conway and
McBroom oblained the Austin property for
£12,000. McBroom sold many 325 shares.
On Dec. 17, 1951, the morigage was paid
off and burned. Soon members added to that
criginal building and later purchased the
adjacent parking lot, Since thal time, the
VEW and the cily mergad the adjacent park-
ing areas into a larger parking location.
Lester "Doc” Edingar, World War | vateran
and active in the American Legion and YVFW,
served as Memarial Day parade marshal for
many years, Who can forget the statuesque
figure of Dog, wearing his World War | uni-
forml, astride a prancing stead heading west
on Jackson Street to lead the parade to the

cemeteries?

Downey Trips—
Continued from Page 6

More participanis are needed, and
many hon-Auxiliary members go on these
frips. They leave from the VFW Post home
on the second Monday of each month. Call
Mrs. Wallt and learn more about how you
can have a rewarding evening—and help
some nearly forgotten people, our hospital-
ized veterans,

Robert Johnson Jack Meyers

Wilbyer Kigler Bernard Meuchiller
Earl Holrm Rabert Reynolds
George Burke Vernon Kopsell
Ed Sleinwehe Dominic Amico
Kenneth Maoble Robert MeCay
Elmer Clausen Ray Heniken
Hober Joorietz Don Perkins
Lester Sohst Ray Brown

John Kennedy Cean Mishler
Richard Howell Elwood Shenwin
Glenn Gibson LeRoy Corey

Elmear Musser

Erwin Bauman
Walter Silliman
Harold Knutson

James Robertson
Joseph Thiede
Maynard Wilkerson
Robert Clark

* X X

Robert Behlar Donald Bladgeit
Fred Reese Matt Tanzer
James Farrali Aobart Korslin
Harald Irwin Gordon Walker
Ray Murphy Art Tikstra
Richard May Lorson Pulver

Cirville Disbrow
Waller Manske

James Rousey
Del Lee

Harry O'Brien Gerald Palmguist
Hichard Rabbitt Allred Messman
Fen Hunt Jack Wendt

Bill Hinner Carl Henning

Victar Hermansaon
James Phelps
Sam Dyksira
Francis Ditlberner

Clifton Murphy

Auxiliary Charters with 33 Members

The Auxiliary was instiluted January 29, 1947, with 268 members and held open for
Threg months, until April 29, 1947, On that date membership lotaled 33.

Martha Bennett
Loretta Brown

Mary Harriel Buckley
Gen Conway Steagall
Grace Conway
Katherine Cooney

Lill Echert

Palricia Kennedy Gaylord
Darlens Howell

Elsie Jacobs
Margaret Johnson

Leila Pratt

HONOR AMERICA

Elizabeth Joorfelz
Leonie Kennedy
Raobin Kennedy
Agnes Liddell

Betly Mishler

Edna Thomson

Clara Mishler

Arling Moricoli Karlson
Phyllis Palmguist

Edna Rainsford

Mamie Robertson
Genevieve Roper
Grace Sohst
Margaret Stamels
Anna Purvey
Karlen Cooney
Eleanor Kesselring
Dioris Neuchiller
Catherine Mishler Gregory
Catherine Cooney
Mary Cooney

“Irrthe future, we look fonvard to a world founded on four essential freedoms: Freedorn of
speach and exprassion, freedom of every person to worsihip God in his own way, freedom
from want, freedom from fear. That is no vision of 8 distant miltenniucm. It is g definife
basis for a kind of world attainable in aur own fima.”

Presfident Frankliin D, Roasevell, soon after the start of World War i1,

ITECH

Machining & Grinding Inc.
This special charter member page is sponsored by EMTECH and its owner LaVern Ermicson, LaVern, still active
with drum and bugle corps appearances in Woodstock, was Woodstock VFW Commander in 1964,




QUR HOMNOR GUARD TODAY, lram left, front: Charles Brown, Charles Mathey, RBichard Glawe, Elmer Glausen, Commander; Henry Mulle, Charles Gehrke,
Joe Thiede, Jack Fish, Elmer Musser and William Lylord. Back: George Piklor, Jack Meyers, Ron Mehls. Floyd Wilcox, John Wealler, Robert Malihan, Rotart
Watiz, Harold Inein, Larry Dhom, Ben Parker, Ray Hills and Bruce Shisler. Absent; James Gehrke, David Grote, Fred Reese, Art Schuld and Danald Sword.
(Don Peasley Pholo) 1986

% Honor Guard Members and Years They Joined

Charles Brown 1930 David Grote 15985 Elrmer Musser 1991 Bruce Shisler 1992
Elmer Claugen 1948 Ray Hills 1985 Ron Mehls 1895 Don Sword 1990
Larry Dham 1994 Harold Irwin 19490 Hank Mulle 1988 Joe Thiede 1946
Jack Fish 1846 William Lyford 1990 Ben Parker 1975 Robert Watts 1962
Chuck Gehrke 1962 Charles Mathey 1953 George Piklor 1988 John Weller 1992
Jim Gehrke 1969 Jack Meyers 1946 Fred Rease 1988 Floyd Wilcox 18682
Richard Glawe 1935 Robert Molthen 1983 Art Schuld 1959

ORIGINAL EIGHT MEMBERS OF WOODSTOCK'S WFW Monor Squad. From left: Elmer Clausen, Commander of the Honor Guard; Rabert Church,
Frangis Dilbermer, George Wilson, William Mansfield, Roy Stackhouse, Frank Cacci and Joe Thiede. (Meadiar Studio). 1947
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Down
Memory Lane.. .
Photo-Reminiscing
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Front: SAD SACKS—Clarence Wesiphal, Bill
Padolski, Dick Dana, Arnie Ramo, Bud Behler was
abzenl. Back: YARD BIRDS—Everalt Anderson,
Vorn Heldenraich, Roy Smith, Spike Massman
and Bud Turncw, 1957

Front: STINKERS—Ed Stanger, Bud Gehrke,
Lyle Bungard and Bill McCannan, Back:
TAAILERS— Chester Dielz, Teener Philipp, Irv

Front: SHARPSHOOTERS—Ray Stanger, Don
Parking, George Johnson, Bud Saver and Roy
Stackhouso. Back: SPLIT SHOTS—Low Gebirke,
Rabert Shook. Morman Stanger. Fritz Grasserand
Howard Demont.

WHO CAN FORGET the Auxiliarattes, a dancing group of Auxiliary mambears who entenainad and had
plenty of fun? Wha can forget the February 1956 cover pholo of this dancing lineup? From lefl: Ruby
Wilkarson, Jan Riggle, Pauling O'Brien, Betty Stackhouse, Lorraine Holm, Helen Lee, Betty Mishier
and Loralta Heildtke.

VFW MEMBERS DO appreciate the work of the Auxiliary. Al a banquel preparad and servad by VR
members in 2arly 1958, men served flaming bake Alaskas. Front: Del Lee, Roy Stackhouse, Elmear
Clausen, Maynard Wilkersan and Bill Manstield,

APRIL 7, 1962. MILITARY BALL was a surprise of the social season. Prize winnars (from the lefl)
Arnie Aomao, Bob Schoenbeck, Ren Kramer, Iry Aavang, Les Liddall and Al Mansfield,

eee—— O




* % %
The Start of

Post 5040
* % %

FROM APRIL 1956 VFW NEWS
10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE
In the Beginning

Frankly, there is some dispule concern-
ing jusi who broached the subject of start-
ing a VFW in Woodstock.

Thal's our conclusion, and many mern-
bers may disagree if they fell they were
closely invelved in its beginnings.

The impartant thing to us, however, is
that veterans were interested in founding a
YFW in Woodstock. When we chatled with
Bill Thomson aboul the member feature
{January issue), he told us aboul getting the
idea fora Post while visiting in California with
friends.

A few men like Neil Cooney, Bob
Johnson, Frank Kennedy, Julius Wien, Elmer
Clausen, John Rainsford and Bill Thamsaon
were involved

At any rale, members mel on Novem-
ber 15, 1945, in the Knights of Columbus
hall (according 1o newspaper accounts, in
the courl house according 1o a charter mem-
ber) lo organize and elect officers.

Temporary officers were chosen pend-
ing official approval. Neil Coongy, Com-
mander: Robert Johnson, Senior Vice Com-
mander; Dave Riley, Junior Vice Com-
mander; Dick Howell, Quartermaster; and
Julius Wien, Bill Themson, and John
Rainsford, Trustees.

The WFW officially got its start with re-
caipt of ils charter on March 4, 1948, Mael-
ing in the Qdd Fellows hall, they electad
Frank Kennedy, World War 1l air force pilot,
as the first Commander.

Frank was called back to aclive duty in
August, 1951 and chose 1o make the ser-
vice his career, He's now in Japan with his
family. His wife. Robin, was an Auxiliary
president.

From the beginning Post 5040 was
started with 224 charter members. A total of
108 men have been membears every one of
lhe 10 years-a remarkable record of inlerest.

10—
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COMMUMITY SERVICE is one of the VFW's pillars. Thesa YW members receive recognilion at a

July 1671 ceremony presided over by Frank Loss, Senior Vice Commander, From lelt: Loraine Loss,
cited for her Voice of Democracy chairmanship: and De De Schuld, Alice Faate and Zelma Schulz,
cited far leadership in the VFW Buddy Poppy campaign.

TWO VFW MEMBERS, Dwayne Haney and Gas
Palizzi, have formed an umpiring team in Littla
League for over 20 years, The VFW has been a
girong supparter of Woodstack Lillle League since
its founding in 1954, Ranoy was a manager the
first seven years, then president four years and a
biaard members almost every year. Cas served
as co-umpirg-in-chief in the 19605,

THE FIRST YEARS

March 18, 1846—"\oted lo pay duss for
Spanish-American war veterans of Canute
Les Camp No. 29, and the 12 were accepted
as charter members. On same dale, voled
to sponsor V-E dance—our first money-mak-
ing project! The tradition of a “name band"
attraction was born.

April 17—Membership, 147, June 6—
200 reached. October 6—Looked into buy-
ing Townsend praperty. Also approved 5150
for athletic fund. Thus early in the Post's his-
tory sparts began playing an impartant role,

FOR MANY YEARS, the VFW presentad traphies
1o the most valuable lootball players al he Lo
high schogls, 1955; Commandear Earl Holm
presents The trophy fa Tarry Britz at the St Mary's
banquet. Sealed at the 1able is Father Joseph

Egan.

and sporfing events and sponsorship of ah-
letic teams have always been a key phase
of this VFW.,

Movember 1B—Voled Lo organize an
Auxiliary after discussing it at the meeting
two weeks earlier,

December 16—After Carl McBroom,
commities chairman, reported on the Aus-
tin property on Throop Streel, membears
voled to purchase it for 512,000 and 1o sall
shares of 525 each to members,

January 3, 1947—Sponsored benalit

Continued on Page 11




Start of Post 5040

Continued from Page 10

basketball game between VFYW team and the
Mew York Renaissance,

("We carried bleachers from the base-
ment of St. Mary's Chiurch through the snow,
5el them up in the gym. Afier the game, we
tore them down and carried them back,”
mused one mermber,)

January 29—Auxiliary receives charter,
Mrs. Genevieve Conway installed as first
president.

April 17—Voled 1o join American Legion
in Mermorial Day ohservance after receiving
invitation. May 19—First meeting in Austin
home.

August 4—229 members. Les Liddell
named to lorm firing squad o hanor war
dead,

Detober 4—Voted to go to Downey
Hospital twice monthly, a project VFW and
Auxiliary still carry out.

Octaber 18-—Planned first lurkey raffle,
cleared 3180 on it at Thanksgiving time.
December 1—265 members,

MILITARY FUNERALS

1948—The first two years under
Kennedy and Bob Conway were behind vs.
Members had obtained a home and were
doing the work of fixing it up themselves,
With the return of war dead, it was fitting
that a firing squad, color guard, and honor
guard were organized, trained and equipped,

From July 1948 through March 1949
Commander Don Wilkerson recalls at laast
11 military funerals were conducied, Recalls
Don, "Their precise training and sincere de-
volion in this sad task brought the commen-

GORDONWALLIS, Qua'rlermatar. 19566 10 June
1975,

J T i

ONE OF THE OUTSTANDING VFW/Auiliary annual pr

e Trie

agrams since 1857 hanors all Waoodstock area

teachers, Verda Dierzan is ihe 1972 Teacher of the Year in this photo. A tatal of 204 years af leaching
knew-haw is representad in the retinng teachers rom District 200, From left: Dorothy Luedike, 37 years;
RuthWilzan, 45 vears; Verda Dierzen, 35 yoars; Fose Barrelt, 19 years, Back: Commander Fred Douglass,
Toney Rockie, 43 years; Jackie Beam, Miss VFW: and Marian Lang, Ausiiary President.

dation of the community and reflected cradit
upon the Post.”

More renovation of the building and
grounds took place during 1948, all the work
being done by members. Cur Fourth of July
Festival was congeived al this time, and the
tirst family picnic was held during this year,
loo.

April 5—\oted to send flowers ta all
churches Memaorial Day in memaory of all who
lost their lives in service.

April 19—Voled yearly good citizenship
award 1o boy and girl at the twe local high
schools. May—269 members; Softball team
woan third place in state softball meet. Also,
bowling team of Don Torgeson, Fred Aeese,
Bob Reese, Del Lee, and Legn Dodge won
slate handicap bowling tille.

June—Voted to donate remaining
Homecoming meney to Hospital fund. Moth-
ing has bean done on this, however. Sep-
tember 8—With Woodsfock Journal co-
sponsored All-Star softball game for Crime
Stoppers projeclor fund. During this year,
idea far the Fourth of July Festival was bomn,
and Bob Conway and Bud Behler were co-
chairmen.

In summer and fall of 1248 and into the
spring of 1949 there was considerable al-
lention given in the local papers to the néed
for veterans' housing.

Woodstock VFW took an aggressive
sland in attempting to make known the hous-
ing needs of the area and enlisted the aid of

responsible people throughout the county,
Cron Wilkersan took the leadership in form-
ing a Veleran's Housing Council and was ils
first chairman.

The Journal gave activities of this Coun-
cil important publicity, causing action in be-
half of the Council. Commented Wilkarson
recently, “The housing siluation was one of
the biggest problems of the period, and the
VFW played a major role in making the com-
munity desire to de something about it. Three
people in particutar worked hard on t—R.0.
Andrew, Chamber of Commerce president;
Altorney Bill Gleason, Harvard;, and Bill
Carroll, Jr., officials of the Counly Housing
Autharity,

“Though no mass housing program re-
sulted, it did peint up the need and encour-
aged independent contractors to build low-
cost housing. Woodsiock has had about 400
new homes within its city limits since 19487

19489—July 4—First Fourth of July Fes-
tival."The VFW deserves a large bouguet of
roses for sponsoring this fine civic event”
reported the Woodstoek Journal,

THE BUILDING SITUATION

As we grew, the need for more space
became more obvious, andin the next three
vears, this was a lively topic of discussion
as various plans were offered. Mot until May
18, 1952 did a vote to build at our present

Confinted on Page 12
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Siart of Post 5040

Continued from Page 11

site slick. And this came after earlier de-
cisions not o build on Throop Street but to
go elsewhere. Here is how thal interesling
phase of our history materialized:

July 18—Suggestion to consider
Cakmoor came up, rejected on August 1.
August 15—Committee reporied estimate of
%6.500 {or 42-foot by 22-foot addition an rear
of Throop Street horme, Also considered two-
story addition,

October 3—60-foot addition okayed,
and through February 20, 1950 commitiee
waited architect’s plans.

Early in Maynard Wilkerson's term, the
loan was not approved and new sources
were sought. Since we didn't have enough
funds on hand, a loan big enough to erect
the structure desired was vnavailable,

December 18, 1850—Voled lo erect
flag pole at Clay Street school, Olhers since
hawe been erecled at all schools by the WFW
and at the Childran's Home.

April 1, 1951—286 members as Bill
Thomson assumes command.

May 7—Housing again, and purchase
of Andy's Restaurant defeated. July 16—
Made plans to handle carnival and conces-
sions at county fair. August 20—Noted that
Frank Kennedy, first Commander, called 1o
active duty.

MNovember 5—Launched program to de-
terming building problem with letter to all

T
et

MISS VFW SPONSORSHIP was a Post highlight for years. The Kristensen sisters, Mary and Jeanne,

werg Miss VFW in 1966 and 1971, raspectivaly.

12 e———

MEMORIAL SALUTE at the Woodslock cemetenes, a photo from fhe 19508 and a tradition (hat
continues today,

members. Movembear 19—Voled not to build
at Throop Street site, named committee (o
sesk land.

December 17, 1951—Burmed morlgage
on old building.

February 14, 1952—\Voted to buy six
acres on Route 47 inside city limits, subject to
rezaning. March 3—\oled 1o buy only one lo1
for 3,000 ar less, Deal failed to materialize.

N T
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Following participation in a community
blood donor project, housing came up again,
this time under the new Commander, Bill
Mansfield. In May, 1952 decisive action was
taken and the $50,000 building we now en-
joy is the result.

May 5S—voted to look into buying other
property, but after leoking arcund—

May 19—Voted to do any building on
the present property. Committae of Gene
Mishler, Jack Fish, Mait Hoesley, Bob
Conway, Walt Schmidt, Bob Heidike, LeRoy
Corey, Amold Lemke, Dean Mishler, and
Harold Irwin were responsible for plapning
and execution of the members' desires on
building.

June 1952—Parlicipated in Woodstock
Centennial. July 21—316 members, all-time
high. Already new building program was
showing increased atlention. August [O—
Sponsored benefit softball game for Memo-
rial Hospital Woman's Auxiliary, turning pro-
ceeds from one game which our league
team played in to this cause.

October 6—Members told building ad-
dition construction 1o start "next week.” It did,
MNovember 17—Community service commit-
tee activated, speeding up community ser-
vice projects.

Decamber 1-—8ill Thomson, who spear-
headed greater community service participa-
lion, suggested trophy to oulstanding footbalt
players at local schools. This is now a yearly
presentation. April 5—316 members.



MEMORIAL DAY wreaths at Civil War status,
Esther Ballard, American Lagion, and Pennie
Molan, VW, Auxiliary representatives. 1992,

A FLAG FOR DORR lownshig’s building, Fram
left: Trusless Ken Saladin and Oan Cooneay, VEW
Commander Mike Vukovich and Supervisor (and
Past WFW Commander) Ed Buckiey. 1991,

LT o

VETERANS DAY 1992 at tha VFW, Marvin
Behnholl, VFSW Chaplain, conducls the inbule with
paricipation of olther veterans’ crganizalicns. John
Sorensen is VFW Commander, his second 1erm
in the high office.

THROUGHOUT THE 50 years. the VFW and
Auxiliary has donated flags (o many schools.,
institutions, busingsses, and civic groups.
Example: Commandar Fred Douglass presents
a lag to Clay Straet studams, 1971-72,

' e
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VETERANS DAY 1976. Bugler Bob Schroeder and Honor Guard Commander Doc Edinger. in the

aquare.
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i U5 Marines
13315
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MEMORIAL DAY HAS been enhanced with veterans' displays around the sguare, presenting
memorabilia, photos, and military remembrances John Sorensan has baan the catalyst in revitalizing
Mamorial Days abservance, staning in 1986,
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We Remember . . .
Memorial Day,
Veterans Day

The picturesque Waoodstock Cily
Square is colerful in the spring. The Tlower-
ing crab trees are at their best. Flower beds
are approaching their most attractive sea-
son. Residents relax on benches, enjoying
the sun's warmith. Each May the YFW joins
olher veleran’s organizations to salute vet-
erans of all wars, living and dead, and 1o
reaffirm the solemn pledge to Honor the
Dead by Helping the Living, This yearwas a
special Memorial Day in the square. The
VW unveiled its memorial plaque to salute
veterans, Past, Present and the Future,

Az the weather turns fallish, thoughts
turn fo Movember 11 as residents remem-
berthe maen and women who have served-—
especially those who died in combat, The
Movember 11 ceremany al the VFW's front
entrance is crisp—a prayer, three volleys,
and the mourniul sound of Taps, The YW
continues the tradition established long ago
by tha American Legion—the annual
Veteran's Day turkey dinner. All residents of
the cormmunity join in this festive feast!

* % %
Gold Star Tribute

A memorable program sponscred by
the WFW and Auxiliary occourred Mov, 11,
1957 al Woodslock High School when Gald
Star mothers and their veteran sons and
daughters were honored.

LI 5. Senator Everett Dirksen headlined
the salute to the dead of all wars and moth-
ers who lost a son or daughter in service.

“We need the capacity of faith to re-
membar those who died that we might en-
joy the priceless heritage of a free country,”
intoned linois’ Dirksen, one of this nation’s
all-time great orators.

Don Wilkerson as Post Chaplain cli-
maxed the tribute: . . et us live that when
Our SUMMONSs comes we may depart with a
good conscience, in the comfort of a sincere
religion, belief in God, and perect charity
toward all mankind.”

1 —
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MEMORIAL DAY 1972 in the old bandstand, 5 ‘& ‘

dudge Jim Coonay is at the pedium. Paul Smilh, ;) e

Spanish-American War valaran (halding cane), VETERANS DAY 19592 at the VFW al 11 a.m.

is sealed next 1o Commander Fred Douglass., before 1he traditional turkey dinner!

el i 1

MEMORABLE SIGHT: Doc Edinger in his World War | uniform, leading the city's Mamarial Day paradea.
Mote the stop-and-go light at West Jackson and Throop in this 1971 viaw!

- .

MEMORIAL DAY 1985 as Taps echaes throughout the square. Vielnam, VFW and American Legion
members pay tribute 1o the dead of all wars.




Down
Memory Lane
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parade “funny car” George “Toad” Manstiald {right
in back seat) helped raise the car for enteraining
manauvars.

Here are some of my memories;

When the VFW had a drill team we
marchad in the Harvard Milk Day parade.
My wife, Eugenia, and our girs would go with
me o the parade and we would spend a nice
afterncon in Harvard, After the parade the
drill team had a few beers. One beer led fo
another and some of us would end up in
Chemung at 3 a.m. Someone drove the old
Model T home. | think it was Jack Fish. What
| remember most was Eugenia saying,
"Didn't anyone say ‘halt” *"

Cne firing squad salule to a veteran at
the cemetery resulled in George Wilson
getting his tie caught in the butt of his rifle
during the second wolley. This incident is still
a memeorable one.

The Halloweaen parties were a lotof fun.
One year our gang, including my brothers
Bill and Harry and their wives, and Bob and
Carcle Courier went as a hillbilly funeral.
Carole was the corpse in the caskel with a
bottle of moonshine, Esther Mansfiald was
the Deacon, | still don't know how Carole
could stay in that coffin for o long!

Years ago Eugenia enjoyed going to
Downey Hospital with the Auxiliary until one
night while dancing with a patient he asked
her how long she had bean in the hospital,
The Auxiliary did a lot for these patients. The
women donated their fime werking at fish
frigs and dinners.

When the carnivals were held on the
square, we had games the WVFW and Auxil-
iary took care of. My brothers and | had the
turtie races using live turtles, People were
soid paddles with numbers on them. The
turtles were put in the center of the table on
a piece of tin thal had a light bulb under it.
The heat from the bulb would make the
{furtles move. There wera nails-four inches

apart around in a circle with numbers be-
fween the nails, The turtles would pass
through ane of the slots with a number and
a winner would be declared. One time, we
warg short lurtles so | got two turlles from
the Mippersink Creek in Greenwood, One
was a little too big so | had to grind the edges
of the shell down a little so he could fit.
Worked just fine!
Al Mansfield
Woodstock

JOAMN MANSFIELD, 1953 President, Waoadsiack
City Council member and winner of tha 1586
“Woman of the Year”

On a beautiful July 4th afternoon in the
early 1950s Post and Auxiliary members
arrived at the carnival grounds on top of the
hill in City Park {later the site of the City swim-
ming pool). Grills were heated up, stock
tanks full of ice and pop were made ready,
firawaorks were mounted in place for selfing
off that night, game hustlers and ride ticket
sellers gathered their change boxes and car-
penters' aprons and everybody settled in for
the arrival of the crowds.

Sudden giant gusts of wind ushered in
a summer rain squall. Everyone scurried to
rescue flapping tents, | was one of the people
who hung from the cook tent flaps to help
hald it down. | had the added advantage of
the weight of an unborn son to help me. The
merry-go-round lickel booth collapsed with
Eleanor Torgeson inside but she was un-
harmed,

The wind was followed by a downpour
of rain. The summer kind; near dusk but with

the sun slill shining in the west. The good
part was yel to come. The fireworks people
determined that the bast way of preventing
a disposal problem for wet but unfired rock-
els and sel pieces was 1o set them off. The
rain poured down, all the set pieces were lit
and the rockets were fired. It was the most
beautiful fireworks display | have aver seen!

Meadless to say the camival grounds
ended up a sea of mud and we had no fire-
works to shoot off. If | recall correctly this
might be the year that it rained much of the
evening and the carnival was extended wo
exlra days wilh a small fireworks display the
last day. We probably didnt make much
money that year,

The principle Behind providing the fire-
works display was to make it possible for
families to have a safe Fourth of July in their
own hometown, The VEW usually raised
enough money to pay for the fireworks with
the carnival and raffling of an automobile, i
also provided a fun time for local residenis.
Beer was noi seld in the early years and the
carnival was a true adventure for local chil-
dren and big "date nights™ for young couples.

Those carnivals all happened back in
the “dark ages": no Greal America, no Six
Flags, no Disney Land, no Disney World (just
Riverview}. Criginally, carnivals sponsored
by the American Legion were held on the
west side of the Sguare with the strests
closed off for four or five days but no fire-
warks displays,

Was life simpler then? Was life more
fun? Or wera we all young and, after the
devastaling events of the war, ready 1o face
a brave new world and make it a better place
to five? What a grand time we had!

Joan Mansfield
Woodstock
1853-54 VFW Auxiliary President

=D

A litlle reminiscing. . .

.. What great things the Woodstock
VFW has done over the years, not only for
returning veterans but for the Woodstock
comumunity.

...l remember the fellowship with other
veterans when | was released from the Army
in early spring of 1946. . .the mestings of
the vats in its early organization. .. later buy-
ing the house on Throop Streel. . Jater the
finaneing and building the hall.

We still enjoy meeting old frignds at the
fish fries and other activities.

Bob McCoy
Woodstock
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Down
Memory Lane

In the early 19505 we went 10 Downey
Velarans Haospital to entertain patients. We
brought magazines and treats. The man
would play games and cards and the women
danced with patients. Groups came from
Waukegan also. One time one of the women
asked Maynard Wilkerson to dance thinking
he was a patient.

In the early 'S50s we ran a carnival at
Emricson Park where the pool is now, We
always raffled off a new car on the last night
of the carnival. One year it rained every night
for five days and we couldn't have a fireworks
display. Instead, we had the carmval open
every night with three Merry-Go-Rounds.

The fireworks were held in the Dream
Field area.

Hundreds of people sat an hills. At 9:30
p.m. we asked avaryone to light a match. It
was a beautiful sight to see the arena it up
at one tirme!

From 1941 to 1845 (where our WFW
home is now) was a large, old wooden build-
ing. Jean (now Kieler) and Ed Fashndrick
lived there with their mother who operated a
rooming house for menanly. It was later sold
o Mrs. Siebel who ran a rooming house lor
women only. My wife, Dolores, was one of
1he residents.

Alter the VFW bought the home, Gene
and Fran Kuhn lived in the home and man-
aged the bar, We would play Bingo every
Saturday night in the former living room, The
dining room was the bar and upstairs the
officer's women brought and served sand-
wiches on Binge night as refreshments.

We had Christmas parties for children
1-10 years old, Each ¢hild received a nicely
wrapped gift and a stocking filled with candy
and fruit. | was master of ceremonies for a
few of them, Each age group would come up
on the stage and try to win a soda pop prize.

Giames were played such as Butlon,
Bution; Simon Sez; and Irying to whistle af-
ter eating three crackers. Gert Korst won the
grandmaother's "eal the crackers and whislls”
contest. We sang Christmas songs, then
Santa handed out the gifts.

| got aut of the Navy in 1846 but did not
Jain the VEW until 1948, My brother MNick was
a charter member and attended the first
meeling inthe Cdd Fellows Hall {above the
old post office on East Jackson Street).

Casimer “Cas" Polizz]
Woodstock
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FOR MANY YEARS the VFW and American Legion conducted Memonal services at Groenwood

L)

Cametery as well as the Woodstock cemeteries, This is Graenwoad, 1954,
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The VFW Past Commanders and Aux-
iliary Past Presidents know the hardships of
a VFW function and the satisfaction of suc-
CEss.

The success of VFW activities that | and
many other people have enjoved must in-
clude the hard-working eftorts of VFW and
Auxiliary membars.

My most memorable function was serv-
ing as chairman of the first OKTOBERFEST
in Oclober 1962, The VFW helped finance
Ihe Teener League through this event for
many years. Teener League was a program
for 13-15-year-olds, sponsored nationally by
the VW, The VW has always been a leader
in sponsoring and supporling community
events.

The V-J Day Parade and Pageant of
Drums is another memorable event. | re-
member all the good times associated with
the WVFW picnics and choaosing our Little Miss
VFW. Our club has done so many good
things for our community that our members
can be proud,

While celebrating our S0th anniversary,
Izt us not forget our VAW comrades and Aux-
iliary. members who have been laid (o rest,
They helped make these memaries possible,

LaVern Emricson
Commander, 1964-65

B :

GENEVIEVE Conway Steagall, first Auxiliary

Prasident,

Theearly years were meamaorable for me
because it was my only volunteer interest.

The Fourth of July celebrations in par-
ticular that were held at city park—the food
tent, beverage lents, manning tickel booths,
the fireworks thal ended the holiday—all
sponsared and manned by the VW,

We all had young families but found lhe
tima to give and it was great because of all
the fine people involved,

The Red Cross got us started going to
Downey Hospital to visit the patients. | un-
derstand they still do 5o to this day.

Gen Steagall
Woodsiock
1847-48 VEW Auxilfary President




THE ESQUIRES, a favorile band with tha hespitalized vatarans at Downey Hospital rmany YRArS.

The band also perdormed at many VFW social functions.

Down
Memory Lane

| served in World War 1l from 1943 lo
1946. | wanted 1o get the war aver with and
return fo Woodstock. When | got off the ship,
| kissed the ground and have always been
thankful | came back alive.

When we first got the home on Throop
Street | helped with sidewalks, painting, and
snow plowed the VFW parking lot for 14
yvears without charging, That was how | con-
tributed to the club. | would sel tables, do
dishes, clean flcors and sell Buddy Poppies.
Wy wife, Eleanore, volunteerad al the weekly
bingo games.

V-D Day was a big celebration. The VFW
had a Model T they drove in parades with
four menin the car. | took the car o my ga-
rage and decided to work on the car so i
would draw more attention at the parades. |
shoriened the wheel base and put on a skid
plate so when they pushed on the gas pedal
the car would “rear up” and slide on the skid
plate. We put Toad Mansiield in the back seat
50 his waight helped make the car jump
when the fronl wheels came off the ground.
Steam from the rod shol oul the radiator cap
ir which | drilled a hole, We had more fun
and everybody applauded during parades,

My Dad was a WW | veleran and was
an American Legion member. | lso got him
to join the VPW. We were hoth grateful 1o
gach have survived a major war and comea
home alive,

Jack Wendt
Wooadstock

I remember;

.. .The first meetings when we were
getting our Charter. These were hald in 1he
Odd Fellows Hall which was the building
takan down for the 1980 Don Still addition
for The State Bank of Wooadstock (now the
Harris Bank).

- . .The fun of winning the VFW State
Bowling Championship with Del Lee, Leon
(Spook) Dodge, Bob Reese and Dan
Torgeson and then going to S1. Paul fo bow
in the WEW Naticnal tournament.

.. Watching ry wife Pear| practice and
march with the VFW Auxiliary drill team un-
der the command of Elmer Clausan,

... The night we stopped the Bingo game
and turred on the TV to watch the Hebron
High School Green Gianis basketball team
win the state championship in 1952,

Fred and Pear! Regse
Woodstock

N

One memary that stands out for me is

when the officers of the club pul on a dinner

far the Auxiliary members. The high peint of

the dinner was serving the Baked Alaska. |

was one of the servers, We lined up in the

kitehen and marched to the dining room

helding the flaming dessarts high in the air
on large platters.

Gordon Wallis

Horseshoe Bend, AZ
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Jim Bates and
The Esquires

Among many deserving tributes for their
service to velerans by participating in the
manihly frips to the Veteran's Hospital at
Morth Chicago were Orchestra Leader Jim
Bales and the Esquires.

In March 1957, the VFW presented ils
Citizenship Award to band members. Bates
and Bernice Yessler had made the monthly
trips lo anlertain hospitalized veterans for
more than 10 years, Del Heidenreich served
as driver lor many years.

The Esquires? A popular local orches-
tra; “Bernica Yessler plays the piano. Bales
plays the saxophone, Vern Jensen plays the
drums, Bob Schroeder (our buglar lor many
vears at Memorial Day and Veterans Day)
plays the trumpel and Bob Knapp plays the
bass fiddle’

Said Bales: "Hospilal officials tell us that
vels inWard 66 respond to live music when
they don't respond to records, They say our
music is a kind of therapy, improving the
patients’ mental outlook and better able to
care lor themselves.”

<+

| remember all the good times we had
atthe club. | recall Woodstock's 100th anni-
versary celebration: we all had long skirls
and wore "Sisler of the Switch™ badges. The
men (Glen included) grew beards and had
“Brother of the Brush” badges. At that time
we made sandwiches at the club and sold
them on the square during the parade.
Maybe those were the days belare the Board
of Health.

| remembar some very cold VFW pic-
nics at city park. We would come hame and
get our winter jackets so we could stay to
finish off the beer and help clean up,

I remember the big blocks of cheese
and mounds of crackers when everyong
would cut their own cheese off the block,

I was in the VEW Auxiliary drill 12am.
We had so much fun. Elmer Clausen was
aur drill sergeant.

Joyee Fringer
Woodstock

s | 7




Down Memory Lane . . Photographically

Barney and Jim DeWWane ook photos of VFW members without charge, during his own 50th anniver-
sary celebration of DeWane's Studio held on April 14, 1996, We thank them for this gift to our members.

Dick Huebsch

Edna and Lee Hilgeman Clifford Mackey

. D S 3 ik
Bill Kniabusch kdaricn Messman

Aobert Knoll Elmar h{ussgr
Conlinued on Page on 25

Eugania and Al Mansticld Jahn Hill
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Joy’s Book
Honors All
Veterans

A remarkable collection of stories by
military velerans has been writien and col-
lected by Joy Aavang for a very special book.

Her book, Fiy the Flag for Me, pays trib-
ute to her husband lrvin, who inspired her
o undertake this mission of love and patrio-
tismin 1988,

The hook is dedicaled to Iny, who died
Oct. 13, 1994, "a former L. S, Marine and a
truee patniot.”

This book may be purchased at the
Waoodstock VFW, Books on the Square,
Cath-Lyn's and by calling Joy Aavang at 338-
1734, The price is $20, and profits will go 1o
the VFW lor its community service fund.

For several months after Irv's death, she
was unable to continue her goal of produc-
ing a book from the more than 60 slories
she had prepared.

“In early 1895 Bulch Baorchhardt con-

NE AL
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JOY ABVANG, who wrote and comglied this baok
aboul 65 velerans is with Joe Comella, who
helped wilh computer work and producticn. Al
profits go to the VFW's community senvice fund,

1993,

tacled me and said he felt guilty because he
had promised Irv he would tell me about his
experiences in Vietnam, and he would like
me o write it recatls Joy.

Inspired by the remembrance of Irv's
dedication to this project and by Butch's in-
timate story, Joy was revilalized. That was
April 1995, That inspired slory is in the col-
lection. She also submitted Bulch'’s story to
the McHanry County Historical Society for
the new county history book.

“l spent several months finding a printer.
The stories were printed in the Woodstock
VFW NEWS for several months. Cheryl
Woaormley offered to print the stories in The
Woodstack independent. The Independent
gave me the halitones for my book. Joa
Comella put the copy on a computer corm-
palibla with tha printer's equipment,” explains
Joy.

Ron Schmitt, McHenry High School
teacher, loaned her an IBM computzr whila
Joe was on vacation. Joy added a few pic-
tures 1o those obtained from The Indepen-
dent,

Fly the Flag for Me has 65 staries by
and about veterans. It also includes remem-
brance of tbwo Woodstock men killed Decem-
ber 7, 1941 at Pearl Harbor (Tom Lounsbury
and Joe Melles), and a tribute 1o a Marine
honored in 1981 after his heroism during the
Vietnarm war, William Hayes.

The book's title was inspired by Al
Manstield, Woodstock Marine. After giving
Joy his military experiences he added, "Tell
them to fly the flag for me and all veterans”

JOY DEDICATED the boak to her husband, Irvin, shawn raising the flag in the square on Memerial Day

The book's red, white and blue cover
features an lwo Jima flag-raising illustration
with letiering, “World War I, Korean, Viet-
nam and Desert Storm” velerans.

One remarkable aspect aboul this
praject is Joy's background, She's a nafive
of England. She was born al Yorkshire in
1929 and lived with her grandparents in her
youth. The family moved lo Hayes in
Middiesex, about 50 miles from Londan,
where her grandfathar worked in the Fairey
Aviation company plant, manufacturing war
planas,

“The Spitlire was manufaciured near
Hayes so this area was under constant
and V2 attack. My hearing was partially dam-
aged by a V2 explosion in 1944,

“Wa became so used to planeas in the
air, and | saw many dog fights in the sky.

I came 1o Woodstock with my grand-
mother, Jane Hallam. My uncle, George
Hallarn, lived here, and | had planned o go
see my Mother in Canada.”

doy came to Woodstock in April 1947
and began work in the office of the McHenry
Counly Service Company. On a September
evaning, she recalls seeing Irv Aavang at
Knuth's lee Cream parlor on the square af-
ler a foothall game. The following Wednes-
day she was waiting for her cousin to give
her a ride home from Hunter's Confection-
ery. and Irv offered her a ride.

"We hegan daling thal week and were
spon engaged, We were married June 27,
1948," Joy recalls fondly. “1 didn't get to
Canada to see my Mother”
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THE PARADE, MAVY drum and bugle corps in action &l ona o the early \-J Day parades. . . always a crowd-pleaser.

hen Maynard Wilkerson be-
came enthralled with drum
and hugle corps competition

atan lllinois VAW annual meeting in the early
19505, he launched an event thal has an
impact on Woodstock's summertime enter-
lainment today.

Maynard was excited with the beauty
and music of the drum and bugle corps com-
petition and was confident Woodstock would
support a parade and an evening of drum
and bugle corps entertainment,

The YFW agreed, and the V-J Day Pa-
rade and Pageant of Drums was started in
1955, The name, “V-J Day,” came from the
closeness of the end of Warld War |1, The
choice of that name was to serve as a re-
rmindear, a reminder still trua today:

Ciur nation must never again hegome
unprepared and unaware of the dangers that
lurk araund the world, Japan's sneak attack

20 ——

was difficult 1o comprehend—that we would
nat have the military intelligence Lo prepare
for such a contingency around Pearl Har-
bor—and so that terrible loss made a last-
ing impression,

Far 20 years, the VFW guaranteed Lhe
financial stability of the coloriul attraction,
bringing the nation's top corps o Woodstock.

This year Dick Tracy Days will bring sev-
eral line corps 1o Woodstack, including a
popular one from those V-0 Days, the Rock-
fard Phamorm Aegimant which was a star of
the 1971 Pageant of Drums. Tom Mange has
rounded up eight drum and bugle corps.
Mark Sunday, June 23 on your calendar for
a musical thrill.

Many helped with those 20 V-J Day
years but among those closest 1o Maynard
in the actual preseniation were Roy
Elackhouse, Bill Mansfield, LaVern
Emricson, Ken Kerns, Bob Behler, and each

Gommander during his year of leadership.
Don Peasley provided publicity (o the news
media which helped the public appreciate
the finer points of the competition and the
top quality year after year,

For the first few years, Maynard ex-
plained the finer points of drum and bugle
corps competilion; military inspection,
marching and maneuvering, bugling, drum-
ming, general effect and timing. Those will
be ihe criteria at the WHS field the night of
June 23 as well,

Many VFW Posts around the state
sponscred V-J Day parade participanis. This
helped visitors learn Waoodslock is a good
cammunity with friendly people.

This huge evenl. along with such affaris
as the Fourth of July Festival, Buddy Poppy
days, and the Soup to Muts sale brought
members logelther—working logether for a
commen goal,




With a VFW-Organized Musical Classic
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GOVERMOR QTTO KERMNER honcred our
communily with hig panicipation in the 10th
anniversary Pagaant of Drums. He's with Maynard
Wilkerson, founder and chairman of ali 20 parades
and pageants under VFW leadership, augmentad
by wonderiul communily supperl, 1964,
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TOP CORPS enjoyed coming I;:I Woodstack,
Skokie Indians were one of the nation's perannial
champions.
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THIS QUARTET was the guiding loree behind 20 V-J Day productions: Roy Stackhouse, May
Wilkerson, Bob Behler and Ken Kems.,

i

nzrd

: "!I.'?'--H .!Il......
A"r In-.i-..]ﬂ.i- a0

"
]
e AN

I THE FIRST V-J DAY PARADE the WFW lioal caplured the spirt of the VEW: We will "Honor the
Dead by Helping the Living.” 1955,
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AS MAYOR, Ray Heneken signad proclamations!
1852,

Hay Heniken, last
World War | veteran
whio 12 a8 member of
the Woodstock WFW,
sends 50th anniver-
sary greetings from
his villa a1 a senior
citizen's residence in
Hollywood, Florida.

Ray came ta

AAY HEMNEIKEN, our i
Post's only surving YWoodstock in 1921

WWI member, lives in affer a restiess search
Hollywood, Florida. for something he

1985, wanted lo do after

World War 1. He first
worked for Gerber Canning Co. in Fremont,
Michigan. He was a Sergeantin Ray's com-
pany. Ray worked in a brickyard, a pottery
and at Firestone Rubber, then trained as an
apprentice toolmaker at Cleveland (he didn't
like that type of work). He went to Chicago
to entar & barber college,

A friend got him a job al Jack Rowe's
barber shop across fram the Miller Theatra.
“l was only there a couple of years and
bought a rundown barber shop on Benton
Street. | moved on Benton o the building
facing the railroad tracks and ran three chairs
for 25 years,” Ray recalls.

In 1946 he turned to real estate with
Dan Quinlan, then started his own real es-
tate office in 1948 and also sold insurance.
Alter selling that business he worked with
Jim Maoriceli in the township assessor's of-
fice, When Jim was killed in an auto acci-
dentin 1964, Ray was appointed assessor
and kept the job until retirernent, He had pur-
chased a condo in Florida in 1961 and
mewved south about 1967,

“l joined the \aterans of Warld War | and
kept busy with veterans. | gave service to
more than 100 of my Buddies through the
Barracks, and now there's only bwo of us left)”
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RAY HENIKEN...

AAY HENEIKERN (right) joins in a tribute to David
Joslyn at an American Legion caremeony, Thats
Daoc Edinger at loft. May 1974,

says Ray. He was a major parlicipant in Hol-
lywood Veterans Day service last Novem-
ber 11,

When the Woodstock VFW was estab-
lished in 1246, Ray helped the new veteran's
arganizalion serve returning World War 11
veterans.

Curing World War |, Ray served in the
32nd division, Ray remembers being in on
at least five major offensives, including “the

Remaining World War [ Member

big push” which started July 18, 1917, This
included the Qise-Aisne offensiva norihwest
of Soissons. Al that time the 32nd was as-
signed to the French Tenth Army on August
28,1318,

In a book, History of the 126N infantry
in Warld War f, the 32nd Division was called
“one of America's shock divisions, desig-
nated as such ever since it became a com-
bat division.

“Such assignment usually carried with
it the most savare ighling which roops were
called 1o do. Every time the Huns became
obstinate and refused to budge from their
stronghotd, the shock troops were assigned
to pry them loose from their positions and
give thern a fresh start toward the Rhing.”

Ray was wounded August 29, 1918
during the drive on Juvigny. Ray was taken
1o the American Hospital at Paris and was
in the hospital whan the Armistice was de-
clared Mowv. 11, 1918, The book has a photo
on page 83, Ray says, "That could be me
with that gun,” a French chau chat, or auto-
maltic rifle.

WORLDWAR1& COMPANYG YK K K
The Inside Story. . .Letter from France

By DON PEASLEY
With help from Frances “Mick" Murphy

“Clur fast frip in the line was a pretly
rough one. . .On Saturday, Nov. 9 we received
orders to move up. . About 5:30 a.m. on
Sunday we started to hop over. We advanced
aboutl 12 mites, Jerry surely had a bunch of
maching guns in frant of us, and he opened
up with them all and then with his artillery,
We opened up also and we sure had a d—n
fine scrap. . ©

That's how Lester "Doc” Edinger, a Lieu-
tenant in Company G, old Frank Gresn
about the final houwrs of Waorld War | ina let-
ter from the front, a letter dated 30/Mov/ 8.
Thiz letter is remarkable for many reasons—

tor the persenal insights and report on Wood-
stock men in company G in France. This let-
ter was made available by Frances "Mick"
Murphy, daughter of Frank Green.

Frank was a farmer and banker as well
as a communily leader during World War 1.
He was the link with Company G, and Doc
was his source of information.

Continuing Doe's letter written after Ar-
mistice, he said he found that the company
which was supposed o be on the right flank
during the Mov.10 advance did not advance
with Company G. "l decided that was no
place for Company G to be alone so | gave
order lo fall back, which the whole company

Continved on Page 25



50-YEAR COMMITMENT

mer Clausen

Charter Member and Honor Guard Commander

Elmer Ciausen, a charter member of the
Woodstock VFW and a member of the Post's
Honor Guard for 50 years, exemplifies the
dedication shown by so many who serve
today by helping velerans, conducting pro-
grams for youlh, and participating in com-
munity activities.

Clausen, born Dec. 21, 1911, is typical
of the World War |l veterans who founded
the Woodstock VFW in 1946, Back home
trom the war, velerans were concerned
about housing, veteran's benefils promised
by the government, and jobs. They also
locked forward 1o the camaraderie available
through associaling with those who had
been in battles and saw the harrors of war
firsthand.

One of the first accomplishments of the
VFW membership was fo establish an Honor
Guard, Clausen has served as Commandear
of that Honor Guard for 50 years. He remem-
bers the names of the first eight Honor Guard
members and speaks proudly of their devo-
ticn: Bill Mansfield, Frank Cacci, Joe Thiede,
Francis Dittberner, Bob Church, George
Wilson, Roy Stackhouse and Clausen.

“We provided a patriotic atmosphere lo
{unerals and conducted a military ceremoany,
| remember how the firing squad and Honor
Guard lined the sidewalk when the casket
came oul of the church” he recalls,

“Then they would hurry to the cemetery
to provide a-military setling and fire a salute
o hanor the departed comrade. | remember
how Doc Edinger folded the flag and pre-
sented il to a member of the family with.a
military {lair. Armie Romo did the same later,
Men took off from work to serve at funerals”

Elmer ramembers he started a ladies
drill tearm in the 1850s “and we marched al
Harvard Milk Day” he adds.

When he was 12 years old, he began
working al a couple of bakeries, Hoesley and
Ludwig bakaries. He quit high school after
his sophomore year and “In 1928 or 1929 |
was hired by Alemnite. | worked as aninspec-
tor in the first typawriter building, where Auto-
Lite is now. It's a part of the big building”

Cn March 24, 1942, Elmer was drafted
inte the Army and was a member of the origi-
nal 82nd division. After basic training in Loui-

siana, he took glider training at Alliance, Ne-
braska,

“More training at Camp MceCall, N. C.
followed. We went overseas in January 1945
to Camp Lucky Strike in Southern France.
We were scheduled on five different mis-
sions but all were cancelled. We expected
to be inon the first landing at Japan.”

He stayed in Europe after the war ended
and returned to the U.S, in August, He was
a Staff Sergeant when he was dischargad
Dec. 21, 1945, his 34th birthday.

Elmer returned to Auto-Lite but soon
quil in 1847 and worked for Conway Dairy,
and as a county surveyor. In 1953, surgery
sidelined him for three months, and in 1955
he started a 20-year career at Union Spe-
cial where he laid oul tools for drill presses
in milling and grinding departmants.

A big change in his life occurred when
he mel Mary Welke a1 the News Depot.

“Our first date was Jan, 2, 1959 re-
mambers Glausen who was a bachelor.
Mary’s husband Ermest had died about five
yaars earlier. She had two sons, Ernie Jr,
and Feon, Eimer and Mary ware married Jan.
2, 1860, “0One of our first dates was io the
VEW says Mary, "my first time at {he VFPW"

Ron was 12 and Ernie Jr. was 6 when
ey married. Now Elmer and Mary also hawve
three grandchildren: Ron, Lake Geneva;
Krista, Lingoln Park; and Christopher, San
Clemente, Calif,

Elmer fondly recalls those first years of
the VFW. Hard work, he says, and plenty of
struggles as the Post acquired the Austin
harme en Throop Street and worked to make
it & good home, In the early 1950s, mem-
bers voled to build an addition and make that
the main home, the present huilding on the
east side of the original house, The original
house was torn down and the present addi-
fion constructed in the 1970s.

Besides the Honor Guard, Elmer ex-
prasses pride in the VFW's many achieve-
ments: “Litlle League, Teacher of the Year,
Voice of Democracy program, the Fourth of
July Festival in the early 195058, and (he trips
1o the Veteran's hospilal at North Chicago,”
reminisces Elmer,

Did You Know?

The VFW mainfains a Verlerans
Service Nfice In or near every VA
Medical Center to assist alf
veterans in getting the help they
nead,

The VFW is invalved in Stand
Down, a program providing
support services and assistanca
o homeless veterans throughow!
Ihe nation.

The VFW maintains a special
Washington office iy our nation's
capilal io keep nalional lawmakers
aware of issues facing veterans.
Cur Post 5040 membership helps
provide “membership numbers” for
the Mafional VFW o caplure the
attention of Congrass and the
President.

Over 17 1/2 milion velerans
served fin World War Il and Korea,
Local VEW Faosts help make sure
these aging veterans receive the
medical care they nesd.
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Down
Memory Lane

- L3 |
DWAYNE RANEY saluting during a Memarial Da:,,r
caremony. 1974,

My Dad, Knute, signed me up al Post
5040 in October 1953—1hree months belfore
1 was out of the Army. My wile, Geri, became
an Augxiliary member, My mother, Florence,
was already an Auxiliary member, My Dad
and | attended two Post meetings a month
tor a long fime.

I believe one of my first elected posi-
tions was Fost Chaplain when Dean Mishler
was Commander. | have served as assis-
tant Quarlermaster, Judge Advocate, Jr. and
Sr. Vice Commander, Adjutant for six differ-
anl Posl Commanders, rustees, eto.

I served as secretary, vice president and
president, What really matters is | was glad
{0 have served when and where | could.

| rermember the Bob Freund orchestra
playing upstairs and Jim Bales' Esquires
downstairs for the V-J State Officers dinners,
the Drum and Bugle Corps in the parades,
and competing on the high school fietd 1he
nights that followed,

I recall Post 5040 held a benefit to raise
much nesded money for the Chicago Cava-
liers after & fire destroyed so much.

There were the infamous 5040 Players
productions spearheaded by Roger “Ram-
Jet’ Molan and others. My personal favorite
was the Tricycle Baskelball game belween
coach Bob Collier's men's team and coach
Gert Korst's women's team.

I recall winning the VFW Slate Teener
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League baseball title, losing lo a team that
eventually won the national title.

Presenting awards al both Marian Cen-
tral and Woodstock high schools was a great
thrill for me.

Writing the Commanders Carner in the
VFW MEWS is a thrill, 1o, Oh, the memo-
ries are going in and cut of my mind like a
reviolving door.

Cur first year as Post Commander we
dressed up as Santa Claus for a Chrisimas
party at the Morth Chicago V.A. Hospital.

I zerved as president of the then VEW
Teener baseball league. Later the league
disbanded and became the current Senior
division of Woodstock Little League. Post
5040 sponsored teams in both programs and
was one of the major financial supporters of
the Woodstock Midget League and later the
local Little League program for a number of
years,

Cine year Fost 5040 had a booth at the
county fair offering infarmation on haw (o join
the VFW and to sign up new members.

We had a "hard times" party early Janu-
ary one year, A door prize was a door, how-
ever, the recipient was awarded a different
prize in a concealed envelope attached o
the door.

Making lots of new friends all these
years has fond memories and a special
place in my heart,

We must never forget why our Post was
founded. . lo sarve our community, county,
state and nation as well as the dependents
of all veterans whether or not they are mem-
bers of the VW,

Dwayne Raney
Woodstock
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. Waorking as a waitress at VFW, Cne
al my treasured possessions is a sterling
silver tray with “Our Most Sincere Thanks"
engraved on it from the club managers, Dan
OClcott, Irv Sheckles, Howie Wollf, Gordy
Tharp, Terry Phinney and Jog Thiede.

One Halloween party Bob and | were
sewn into a largs potato sack. We could see
oul but no one could see in. It took us at
least 20 minutes 1o walk from the corner
where Noodles was to the Post home.

During a dinner dance with a hypnotist
il was fun 10 watch people like Frank Haoly
and Elmer Clausen under the speall.

YWhile preparing Chinese Mew Year's
dinner, ane of the recipes called for a cup of
salt! Joe Thiede, Joan Mansfield and | looked

al each other, look a deep breath, and
poured,

So many parties; Cotoberest with Ger-
man food and dancers, the Hawaiian Luau
when we ale at 1ables an the lloor, The hula
dancer taught some how to do the hula.
Chinese Mew Year with a dragon we built to
hang fram the dining room ceiling was fun
and | remember Carsen Cily Mite with Lola
Dea,

| thirk it was the first Poppy Days we
had the five Kennedys and Ruby Reynolds
selling poppies on the square. That was 1.
Also, Dick Baboock and Frank Kennedy seli-
ing poppies wearing signs, “Sofl Money
Only™

Inflation: In the 1950s the Auxiliary
Christmas party had exchange gifis for 50
cants. Now if's 55.

iy year as Auxiliary Prasident was the
anly time the Carnival was extended three
more days due 10 bad weather. We had 1o
work fast to order more food, supplies and
help, Sometimes we couldn'l keep up with
the crowd. They drank warm pop and ale
half frozen buns.

Soup 1o Nuts; The Ken Korsts and the
Jirn Shoemakers started it in 1976 In the
VFW parking lot. Bab and | joined the Shoe-
makers in 1977 and auctioned large items
off the tailgate of a truck. Carl Glawe brought
grapes to sell—the grapes brought bees—
and Mary Clausen got stung. People would
buy things and in a year or two would bring
them back for resala like the Bob Molthens
and the Tam Shulfers.

The foval volunteers, the donations and
the people who purchased have made it
such a sugcess. That's VEW!!

Bob and Pat Gaylord
Woodstock

Guanihar Wank

RAuih Gariner Wenk

Honor America

“Lef no ravages of Nme testily o coming
generations thal we have forgotlen as a
peopia the cost of a Iree Republic.”
Genaral John A, Logan, May 1868, in the
oroer establishing the first Memarial Day
observance,
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DEAN AND BETTY MISHLER

Although we are spending our winters in
Flarida and enjoying it very much, Betty and |
arevery interested inwhatis happening at the
YFW Fost home in Woodstock.

| have served on the board of directors
longer than sveryone except Joe Thieds, He
has been our Quartermaster all these years
and | commend him for that! | don't know of
another person that has done so much fram
his heart.

I have great memories from this Post.
Being a charter member and Past Com-
mander, | do attend most meetings. Betty and
I often talk about the many wonderful memao-
ries and imas we have had at our Post | am
reminded of the dedicated, hard-warking mem-
hers of the Auxiliary that helped hold his Post
together, My wile Betty is a charter member
as well as my mother, Clara. Betty also ful-
fillect different offices and iraveled to Downey
Veterans Hospital for many years,

Betly was one of the Auxiliaretes dance
members. They performed for joint meetings
and different functions in lown, They had the
distinction of dancing on the Opera House
stage once

The fire works, carnivals, W-J Days, pic-
nics, Hallowsen parties and Mew Year's eve
parties with breakfast early the next maoming,

and bands on both floors of the VFW, There
were the days we had slot machines and
helped so many cammunity donations with the
money as a senvice (o the community.

Ah, yes, he drill teams of which | was a
member for many years and the Ausliary drill
team are fond memories.

| would miss so many il | mentioned
Names. . .you know who you are. . . and I'm
sUre you arg as proud 1o be a member of this
Post as | arn. Te all the dedicated workers, |
say "thank you.'

Dean and Betty Mishler
Weodstock
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YWe used to March in the Harvard Milk
Day parade. One lime, after the parade, a
few of us decided it was tao sarly to go home
and we went to Sorenson Tavern in
Chemung. | can’t remember if we marched
there and back!. We had a lotof energy then.

Anyway, it was in the wea hours of the
morning when we got home, The next ime |
saw Eugenia Manshield (her husband Al was
with us at Chemung), she wanted to know if
anyone knew how to give the order; "To the
rear, March!”

When the drill teams formed at the VW,
| joined, Somewheare | agquired the tendancy
fo be on lime or a few minules late. Roy
Stackhouse came up with the phrase: "Mever
Fear, Musger Will Be Here!” After all these
years—and having the tendency of years
ago, my favorite saying is “MNever Fear,
Musser Wil Be Hera "

Elmer Musser
Woodstock

The VEW wards diigantiyv to heip
servicemen and wormnen find ermploy-
meant when they leave the service and

gnler the civilian job market.

The Inside Story ...
Continued from Page 22

did in fine shape. We formad a new ling
Just outside the woods and jus! as we gol
there we received orders to cease liring, that
the war was over,”

Wrate Dac: “Well, I'll1ell vou, Frank, that
was the best news as we wera in a darn
bad place and never could have advanced
through the woods as the Germans had it
lined with maching guns. But we fought o
the finish just the same. We had six man
wounded bul none killed. Mo one in the old
Company G was hurt”

With the lefter Doc included a complete
list &f the Company G men which left Wood-
stock and whal happaned to each. "Those
marked Sick Haospital, mest of them were
gassed” he wrole. He wrole aboul individual
casually cases and concluded, "We have
reports we are going to Luxemburg,”

Mick Murphy has donated the letter and
muster roll to the McHenny County Histori-
cal Society.

On Saturday, Feb. 24, 1962 the VFW
henored the surviving members of Company
G with a dinner at the VFW. George Sulllivan,
who was on the front ling with Company G
whan the Armistice was signed, wrote about
Cormpany G, Company G went aversgas in
May 1918 aboard the USS Covinglon, The
company suffered saveral casualities in the
Battle of Argonne Forest, George recalled,
“The company was on the firing line near
Fremes, France when the Armistice was
signed. The company occupied Luxemburg,
returned home in May and were discharged
at Camp Grant on Jung 6, 1919”7

Woodsiock gave the men a tremendous
hiomecarming in & June 10, 1919 celebration.
Ligutenanis under Captain Owen H. Corr
were Doc Edinger and Bill Thomsen. Bill
Thomson was the first World War | veteran
to serve as our Post Commander {1951).
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March 17, 1986—Post invites Marengcn
Post 7566 members to join Woodstock VEW

* X VEW, The Past 10 Years

Post. Marenge has 137 members,

March 1986—VFW celebrates 40th an-
niversary. Judge Jim Coonay is master of
ceremaonies at the 40th anniversary dinner.
Tom Maorgan, Past Commander, was a spe-
cial guest.

April 21, 1986—John Hanson elecied
Commandear.

Jan. 19, 1987—HKathryn Balsman wins
first in Fifth District Vioice of Democracy con-
tesl.

April 20, 1987—0ffice elected with
Wilton Engebretson elected Commander,

March 20, 1988—Membership chair-
man John Sorensen reporls Post at 100
percent as of this meeting. This means mem-
bership equaled the one-year-ago member-
ship total,

April 18, 1988—0fiicers elected with
John Sorensen as Commander.

Dec. 19, 1988—Past officially notified
that Walter Kuck is named MNational Aide-de-
Camp.

Jan. 16, 1989—Members expressed
appreciation 1o Dick Huebsch and Ed McNet!
for erecling the Lile Membership board
showing 142 names on the list of lile mem-
bers.

Feb. 1983—Irvin and Joy Aavang were
congralutated for their work in gelling Posl
members 1o wrile their life stories reflecting
their military service.

April 17, 1989—0flicers elected as fol-
lows: Charles Brown, Commander; Jack
Meyers, Sr.Vice Commander; Mika Yujovich,
Jr. Vice Commander; Joe Thiede, Quarter-
master; and Dominic Amico, Chaplain.

VFW NEWS wins [irst place in the llli-
nois Depl. of VEW competition,

April 16, 1990—0fficers elected as fol-
lows: Jack Meyers, Commander; Mike
Vujovich, Sr. Vice Commander; Jon Show-
ars, Jr. Vice Commander; Joe Thiede, Cuar-
termastar; Dominic Amico, Ghaplain.

July 16, 1990—VFW NEWS receives
socond place award in MNational VEW Post
Publication compeatition.

April 15, 1991—0fficers elected as lol-
lows: Mike Vujovich, Commander; Jon Show-
ars, Sr.VWice Commander; George Piklor, Jr.
Vice Commander; Joe Thiede, Quartermas-
ter.

June 17, 1991—VFW NEWS receives
third place award from Mational YVFW.

June 17, 1991—Jahn Sorensen recog-
nized at 1he Post meeting for his revitalizing
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MEMORIAL DAY 1984, Presenling colors are George Piklor, Nyda Fogarty, Ire Aavang and Chuch
Mathey

gargisdn e Awni

AF Bt frmspm Lt

FEBRUARY 21, 1984, Cammander Gearge Piklor
recognizes insfituticns and individuals wha fly the
lag properhy. Jim Helwig accepis an award for St
John's Lutheran Church,

Memorial Day services and chairing the
evenl for savaral years,

July 15, 1991—Commander Jack
Meyers receives his All-State Commander
cap and Joe Thiede receives his All-State
Quarlermaster pin.

Jan. 29, 1992—Association reports to
membership: The martgage on the building
has been paid off. Members asked 1o sign
lettars sent to Congressmen in Washington,
D.C, regarding veterans hospital rights.

Feb. B, 1992—Memarial held at the
Presbyteran Church, Woodstock, tor Frank

f ]
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1985 INSTALLATION, our leaders for our 4010
anniversary, Barbara Gehrke and Ed Buckley,

instalied by Myda Fogarty, Past District President,
and Ray Soden, Pasi Mational Commander.

Kennedy, first Commander of the Post. Frank
died Jan. 13, 1992,

April 20, 1992—0Hicers elected as fol-
lows: John Sorensen, Commander; George
Piklar, Sr. Vice Commander; Jon Showers,
Jr. Vice Commander; Joe Thiede, Quarter-
master; and Marvin Bohnholf, Chapiain.

Dec. 21, 1992—Charles Brawn elected
chairman of the VAC committes, Jobhn Weller
reported at this meeting.

April 19, 1983—0fficers elecied as fol

Continued on Page 27




VFW, Past 10 Years

Continued from Page 28

lows: George Piklor, Commander; Jon
Showears, Sr. Vice Commandar; Gerald
Beckus, Jr. Vice Commander: Joe Thiede,
Cuartermaster; and Marvin Bohnholf, Chap-
lain.

April 18, 1994—0ilicers alacted as fol-
lows: Jack Meyers, Commander; Gerald
Beckus, Sr. Vice Commander; Boh Watts,
Jr. Vice Commander; Hanry Nulle, second
two-year rustee 1o fill vacancy.

Aug. 15, 1994—Post votes to give
51,000 to the McHenry County Velerans
Assistance Commission. The money helped
pay for a new bus o transport veterans to
and from VA hospitals,

Qe 17, 1994—Fallowing resignation of
Jack Meyers, Gerald Backus becomes Com-
mander.

Mow. 21, 1984—John Weller, elected Sr.
Vice Commander,

Jan. 19, 1995—Waller Kuck elecled Sr.
Vice Commander. Jon Showers elected
Judge Advocate filling vacancy caused by
Walter Kuck * 5 resignation fo become Com-
mander.

Jan. 23, 1995— The Woodstock Gity
Council names the baseball diamond in
Bates Park Toney Roskie Field. Toney
Roskie, father of the Woodstock Little
League and active in youlh programs in
Woodstock since 1929, died on Dec. 21,
1854,

Aprl 17, 1995—Walter Kuck re-elected
Commander; Henry Mulle, Sr. Vice Com-
mander; Boh Watts Jr., Jr. Vice Commander,
Joe Thiede, Quartermaster; Marvin
Bahnhoff, Chaplain.

May 1, 19895—NMcHenry County Veter-
ans Assistance Commission places 1995
Ford nine-passenger van in service,

May 18995—5th anniversary plans be-
gin with Henry Mulle as chairman,

May 15, 1995—Post votes to send con-
fributions to the Oklahoma City VFW follow-
ing the April 19, 1995 Federal building bomb-
ing in Oklahoma City.

June 1, 1995—Joe Thiede retires as
club manager with over 25 years in that po-
sition.

Aug. 19, 1995—Members honor Joe
and Marge Thiede with a dinner.

Mow. 20, 1985—Discussions continue
cancerning United Velerans Association.
Members Waller Kuck and George Piklor
raprasent VAW on the UVA board.

February 1986—Members approve
wording for Memaorial in Square honaring
velerans “Past, Present and Fulure”

THE VIETHAMWAR MEMORIAL, standing on the grounds at the MckHenny Counly Governmeant Canler
is dedicated 1o the 35 men from McHenry County whao lost their lives during Vietnam. Membears of all
veteran's organizations parlicipated in the dedication of the memaoenal on a rainy Mamorial Day. 1987,

1595-36 COMMANDER AND PRESIDENT -
Walter Kuck, current VFW Commander, and Viala
Brown, current VFW Auxiliary Presidant.

February 1998—Hose Kunavich as-
sumes management of food service and the
bar,

April 1996—After discussion ata March
11 meeting and a fallow-up meeling, mem-
hers vole 1o reject proposed bylaws of the
WL

April 15, 1896—Henry Nulle, elected
Commander; Robert Watts, 5r. Vice Com-

VFW COMMANDER Walter Kuck rocognizes
Eagle Scoul recipient Mathan Hodges for his
putstanding leadership, Through 50 years, the
VEW has recognized Eagle Scoul recipianis.
15986,

mander; Bill Lylerd, Jr. Vice Commander; Joe
Thiede, Quartermaster; Marvin Bohnhoff,
Chaplain.

May 1, 1996—Reservations open for
501h anniversary dinner. Commander Wally
Kuck announces Ray Soden, long-time
friend of our Post and Past National Com-
mander, will be the 50 the anniversary
speaker June 8.
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* WOODSTOCK VEW POST 5040 *
OFFICERS AND AUXILIARY - 1986-1996

1986-87
Commander

&r. Vice Commander
Jr Vice Commander
Cluartermaster
Chaplain

Adjutant

Aux, President

Aux. Sr. Vice Pres.

1987-88
Commander

Sr. Vice Commandar
Jr Vice Commander
Cuariermaster
Chaplain

Adputant

Aux. President

A S Vico Pres.

1988-89
Commandar

o, Vige Commander
Jr. Vice Commander
Cuartermaster
Chaplain

Adjutant

S, President

A, 5 Vice Pres,

1989-90
Commandar

Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Vice Commander
Cluariermaster
Chaplain

Adjutant

Aux, Prasident

Aux. Sr. Vice Pres.

1950-91
Commander

Sr. Vice Commander
JroVice Commandor
Cuanemmaster
Chapiain

Adsutant

Aux, President

Aux. Sr. Vice Pres,

John Hanson

iilt Engebretson
John Sorensen
Joe Thigde
Dlaminic Amico
Jim Gehrke

Cleo Engebretson
Chris Gehrke

Milt Engebretson
John Sorensen
Charlie Brown
Joe Thiede
Doamimic Amico
Jim Gehrke

Clea Engehirelson
Chris Gehrke

Johin Sorensen
Charlie Brown
Jack Meyers
Joe Thiede
Dominic Amico
Dwayne Raney
Chris Gehrke
Marge Henry

Charlie Brown
Jack Meyers
Mike Vuyovich
Joe Thigde
Dominic Amico
Jim Gehrke
Barbara Gehrke
Marge Henry

Jack Meyers
Mike Yoyovich
Jon Showers
Joe Thiede
Dominic Amico
Jim Gehrke
Barbara Gehrke
Marge Henry

1991.92
Commander

Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Vice Commander
Quartermaster
Chaplain

Adjutant

Aux, President

Aux, 3r, Vice Pres,

1992.93
Commander

Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Wice Commander
Quanermaster
Chaplain

Adjutant

Aux. President

Alx. Sr. Vice Pres.

18993-94
Commander

Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Vice Commander
Cluartermaster
Chaplain

Adjutant

Aux. President

Aux, Sr.Vice Praes.

1994-95
Commander

Sr. Vice Commander
Jr. Vice Commander
Cluartermaster
Chaplain

Adjutant

Aux, Presiden

Aux. Sr.Vice Pres.

1995-96
Commandear

ar. Vice Commander
Jr Vice Commander
Cuarermaster
Chaplain

Adjutant

Aux. Prasident

Aux. 5r.Vice Pres.

Mike Viyovich
Jon Showers
George Piklor
Jog Thiede
Dominic Amico
Jim Gehrke

Cleo Engebratson
Pennie Molan

John Sorensen
George Piklor

Jon Showers

Joe Thiede
farvin Bohnhofi
Jim Gehrke
Pennig Molan
Cathy Schmieding

Gearge Piklor
Jon Showers
Gerald Beckus
Joe Thiede
farvin Bahnholf
Jim Gahrke
Barbara Gehrka
Cathy Schmigding

Gerald Beckus
Walter Kuck
Henry Mulle

Joe Thiede
Marvin Bohnhofl
Jim Gehrke
Cathy Schmieding
Wiola Brown

Walter Kuck
Henry Mulle
Robert Walts
Joe Thiede
Marvin Bohnho
Jim Gehrke
Viola Brown
Bonnie Kagel
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Down
Memory Lane

PAST COMMANDERS al the 15th anniversarny celebration. Front: Don Wilkerson, Frank Cacci, Bill
Thomsan, William Mansfield, Del Heidenreich. Back: Joe Thiede, Earl Halm, Robert Behler, Amald
Roma, Mick Slampear and Ken Kems, 1961,

| don't recall exacily when | became a
member of Post 5040, but it was shortly af-
ter the “Charter Members" had been estab-
lished, but it has been a long and meamo-
rable relationship.

For 10 years |, along with scme others
drove Auxiliary members along with hand
members to Downey Veterans Hospital 1o
entertain hospilalized veterans resulling
from Waorld War 1. As a result the Auziliary
presented me with a VEW ring, which | cher-
ish.

Many activities the Posl was involved
in during that period of time: A carnival each
year al what is now Emricson Park which
was highlighted each year with a parade on
the square including Drum and Bugle Corps
fram far and wide who competed for awards
at the park in the evening. Huge fireworks
displays capped off the 4th of July evenls.
Ot course the carnival had all the rides and
games altributed to carnivals and Bingo
gamas played with kernels of corn. Al one
of these events we raffled off an Qldsmobile
convertible. Funds raised from these evenls
paid for the fireworks.

"Home" for the Post was an old housa
on Thraop Stuntil 1953 when we contracted
architect William Fyle to design a few build-
ing attached 1o the old house to become our
new Post Home. | was elecled Post Com-
mander in 1953 and served through the
spring of 1954,

Our Post was always active in the Dis-
{rict meetings, and in that period we attended
the State meeting in East St Louis, [llinols,
io be followed by the Mational Meeting at
Milwaukee, Wisconsin at the very lime when
the Boston Braves became the Milwaukee
Braves, and we used their baseball field for
some of our activities. Also during the "53 -
'S4 period we attended functions at the VEW
Mational Home, Eaton Rapids, Michigan.

During the construction of the new
home many of the Post members assisted.
There were many talents among the mem-
bers: carpenters, plumbers, electricians, etc.
Those talents were used constructing the
intarior of the building such as installing the
restrooms, kitchen, all the ceilings, lights, elc.
Basically the whole inlerior was accam-
plishad by working nights, weekends, and
Holidays. Bert Holmes, who lived next door,
made arrangements to turn his property over
to the Post providing much needed parking
area after his house was disposed of,

The new Post Home immediately be-
came a focal point for many activities which
still persist today. | was the first Commander
to be “de-throned" in the new home and
turned over the gavel to the new Com-
mander.

It was a learning experience for which |
have no regrels!

Delmar Heidenreich
Woodstock

| was President of ihe Post 5040 Auxil-
iary from 1978-79. In the spring of 1979 the
boundaries of the Fifth District changed to
make two more Districts in llinois which were
the 18th and I9th Districts. Everyone wantad
10 be in the Fifih, known as the “Fired Up
Fifth,” “Fighting Fifth,” or “Fabulous Fifth.” A
drawing was held and this area won and gol
to remain the Fifth District.

| was installed as Fifth District President
for the 1981-82 term. (the first District leader
from Woodstock Post 5040 at that time). Joe
Fogarty, my husband, wasinstalled as Com-
mander that same year so togetherwe tray-
eled to Springfield and all department din-
ners and functions in the narthern lingis
area that included the District. It was a great
year thal culminated with the Departrent
convantion held a1 the Hilton Hotel in Chi-
cago. My District Commander, Ed Becker of
Hampshire, led the Fifth District down Michi-
gan Ave.on a very cold, rainy night in June.

In May 1386 | had the privilege of being
installing officer with Ray Soden, Tioga Post,
Bensenville, Past National Commander, for
the instaliation of Ed Buckley and Barbara
Gehrke for Woodstock Post and Auxiliary.
Ray Soden was at his very best, as usual,

During my year as District President |
started the practice of marching and carry-
ing the District colors in the Fiesta Day Pa-
rade in McHenry during July. | have contin-
ued this practice but net always with the Dis-
trict flags. The Woodstock Auxiliary has new
flags and we march in the Mamaorial Day
parade, Dick Tracy Days parade and the city
parade that opens the Christmas season
each year.

As a 20-year member of the Post 5040
Auxiliary, | can say it has been the greatest
experience | ever had lo participata in the
VFW programs, Merth Chicago Veterans
Hospital visits, Mational and Stale conven-
tions and the greal honor of being a Parade
Marshal for Memorial Day 1994,

Nyda Fogarty
Woodstock

&%)

Dick Howell, a charter member, writes
he's not able to prepare his remembrances
now—he's been recovering from an illness
but wanls to send his Best Wishes for a sug-
cessiul 50th anniversary at Post 5040,

Richard Howell
Rockford
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* % % Youth, One of Our Pillars

A POPULAR ATTRACTION at every Fourih of
July Festival sponsored by the VEW in the 19405
and 19505 was a merry-go-round, Mary and Mark
Peasley are on tha carousel horses at the 1957
allraction ai city park,

dalight for children (and grandchildren) of VFW and Ausiliary members. 1955 gilts arranged by age
group by Auxiliary members.

il LT
| e

THE VFW SPONSORED a Teener League
program for players 13-15 yaars of age. In 1967
Weoodstock won the state championship. It played
Wesl Allis, Wisconsin, defending MNational
Champion. Woodstock los! the Hrst game, won
Ihe sacond game and lost fhe third gama. West
Allis went on tewin tha National lille again. Hitting
and pitching mainstays of that 1967 championship
intergst and some financial supparl. Amang those at ane of the firs! meetings were Dwayne Rangy,  team: Mark Peasley, Randy Beu, Steve Frama
Chris Klabunde, Bob Collier, Jim Maricoli, Les Richards, Ben Davis, George Sullivanand Don Peasley.  and Llew Wenck,
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Service Officer,
Key Post Responsibility

He pays the bill, imlercedes for fami-
lies of velerans, and knows who to work with
to obtain needead help.

He's the YFW Service Officer, an office
filled for 40 years by Earl Holm, a charter
member and Commandearin 1255.

The VFW's Nao. 1 responsibilily is 1o help
veterans andfor families of velerans who
require assistance. Much of the work is ac-
complished behind-the-scenes. The VFW
does not shout when it respends to a call for
help or learns someone is in distrass.

How is help given? By interceding with
ihe phone or gas company and asking not
1o turn off the service because the VEW will
pay tha bill. By praviding money for food or
lining up a place to stay. By remembering
fatherless or poar children of servicemen at
Christmas time.

Earl explains one key way he helped
when he was Service Officer was by know-
ing who to contact.. what exisling agency or
public servant is the one to lurn 10 fof assis-
tance. Earl served in this office for four de-
cadas for a simple reason: “Families of vel-
erans are close to my hearl. | help them fast
when kids are invalved,” he says.

Ron Mehls loday occupies this respon-
sible office with distinction and skill.

<+

LEST WE FORGET

It is fitting we cbserve Veterans Day lest
we forgel the bravery and sacrifice of both
the dead and living veterans. The wellare and
desting of our nation will remain secure as
long &s our citizens are willing to comea 1o its
defense and to lay down their ives, il nec-
a55ary.

Rew. Clarence Kerr
Now. 11, 1965
Veteran's Day observance

HONOR AMERICA

“History will record that nevear have
America’s fighting men fought more
bravely for mare unselfish goals than our
men in Vietnam.”
President Richard M. Nixon,
May 14, 1859, in a nationwide lelevised
talk about ending that war.

JOE FOGARTY AND LORAINE LOSS cut the
VFEW's 35th anniversary cake. March 1981;
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WOODSTOCK VFW NEWS
NOVEMEER 1962

The Cross of Malta, official emblem, is
nearly 1,000 years old. |t was the emblem
of the Knights of St. John, the world's first
great brotherhood of men who foughtto free
thz cppressed and minister to the sick and
needy.

Like the orginal Crusaders, VFW mem-
bars have pledged themselves to defend
human righls in peace and war,

When a new member joins the YFW
and receives his Cross of Malta emblem, he
is pledged 1o always crusade lor the free-
dom of mankind. Also, he promises in the
name of comradeship 1o adrminister o the
sick and needy.

Cnly through henorable overseas mili-
tary service can a man qualify 1o wear this
emblerm. You, who have received it, wear it
proudiy.

Those wha Jain the VFW in the days
and months and years ahead, will find the
Cross of Malta represents truly the highest
of ideals. These ideals are exemplified in
thousands of ways every year in Woodstock
by Post 5040's 611 zealous members.

Quartermaster,
On The Front Line

Lavern Emricsan, Past Commander, a
strong supporter of the V-J Day pageantry
and the present Dick Tracy Days Pageant of
Drums, is a successful industrialist on the
verge of an exciting industrial developmeant
on Houte 14 and Rose Farm Road.

LaVern knows the VFW and made this
comment before our 40th anniversary. "You
can't say 0o much about how the Quarter-
master helps anchor the VW,

The Adjutant is also a vital officer, anc 1
was forfunate o have two oulstanding offic-
ers at my side.

“The Quarlermaster, howaver, has a job
that extends far beyond the meeting. He
keeps a record of membership, accepts and
accounts for the money, files many reports
to the stale VFW, mails dues notlces and is
the catalyst to seek new members or renew
the membership of those who are delin-
auent.

Eugene "Teener Philipp, Gordon Wallis
and Bud and Bob Behler are among those
who hald this office. Since 1980 Joe Thiede
has been Post Quartarmaster in addition to
serving as club manager,

Az Quartermaster he is alzo a member
of the 5040 Association board of direclors.

In calling attention to the Quariermas-
ters, we also honer all who have served in
an office, on a commitiee, on a wark parly,
al Bingo, serving a dinner—the list can go
“on and on" but please be assured
voluntesrism is what makes the VFW sue-
cessiul, and many others know your coniri-
bution. This special VFIY NEWS s a tribute

to you,

HONOR AMERICA

“When an American says he lovas his
country, ha means not anly that he loves
the Mew England hills, the great prairies
glistening in the sun, the wide and rising
plains, the grest mountains, and the sea.
He means that he loves an inner air, an
inner fight in which freedom lives and in
which a man can draw the breath of self
respect,”
Adfaj Stevenson,
1948 Winois Governor and Presidential
candidate, 1952 and 1956.
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Down
Memory Lane

Thank you for lefling me share some of
my favorite memeries of the VEW,

First, | remember meating with a hand-
fulof men to discuss and start the VFW. This
was in the early months of 1946, Some other
vels attending this event were Bob Johnszaon,
Bob Comway and Meil Cooney.

| next recall heing Firing Squad Ser
geant all these years,

We had ong of the best squads in Ili-
nois, We were involved with many miltary
funerals and Memorial Day parades, We tried
to do everything in a true military fashion.

Being chosen Parade Marshal in 1985
was areal honor! | had my first ride ina horse
and buggy.

.. .2h, 50 many happy and sad memo-
ries.

Eilmer Clausen
Woodstock

—=D

My career as a member of WVFW Post
5040 Auxiliary has not been unlike many
ather membars but it has been full.

My longest and largest contribution has
been to the veterans at Morth Chicago VL A.
Medical Center. My contribution has given
me knowledge and appreciation for the men
whao fought for the freedom | presently en-
oy

I have served as President of the VFW
#5040 Auxiliary four terms: 1981-1982;
1982-1983; 19686-1887; 1993-1994.

I have been a member of the Auxiliary
since 1271 when De De Schuld was Presi-
dent of the Auxiliary.

Since 1971 | have been Poppy chair-
man, Hospital chairman, Teacher's Tea chair-
man, communily activities, food stand chair-
man, bingo chairman, District historian, Dis-
{rict Salety ehairman, District Color Guard,
District Banner Bearer and District Guard. |
have also marched in several parades.

Barbara Gehrke
Woodstock

My first opportunity to participate with
the VYFW was when | lived in Santa Ana,
California whare | played with a drum and
bugle corps as a tenor drummer, Each meni-
ber was a veteran of World War 1l or the
Korean\War.We had a lot of good timas trav.
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eling throughout the state winning the state
championship several times in the early
1950s.
iy conneclion with tha Woodstock VEW
Poz1 5040 has been 10 serve as a trustee
and Junior and Senior Vice Commanders. |
suppose my greatest interest has been with
the Honor Guard, Being able to honor a
fallen comrade gives me a sense of doing
something worthwhila. Participating in the
Memanal Day and Veterans Day activities
is a top priority with me while working with a
great bunch of fellow veterans.
Hank Nulle
Woodstock
| joined the WVFW in 1957 and have been
a member since. My daughter, Patricia Hage
Melson, joined the Junior Unit when she was
16 years old, transferring to the Auxiliary
when she was 18,
| served as Auxiliary President in 1962
for 14 months. Ine Aavang and | carried the
Amencan flag several years in the Harvard
Milk Day parade, V-J Day parade and gen-
eral convention parades.
| worked in the VFW kitlchen a lot, serv-
ing many dinners and fish fry meals. | re-
member | served a wedding dinner and they
wanied baked ham. | ook some Mogen
David wine fram the bar, mixed brown sugar
and dry mustard and stuck cloves in the ham.
It had never been done before and we re-
ceived quite a few compliments,
My daughter had her wedding recep-
tion at the VFW in June 1968,
In all it was a fun time—| enjoyed every
minute. Mow, I'm too old to attend events.
Evelyn Grace Hoey

Harvard

Roger and | have lived in this town
longer than our hometown. In his “hey day”
Roger created and performed many helpful
acls for the VFW and other members of this
town. Here are some highlights | remember:

... The basketball game on tricycles with
Gerl Korst leading the “Bloomer Girls™ forth
with a resounding "Knockers up” much tothe
embarrassment of yours truly.

.« The infamous Hadio Days with Art
Schuld as the Lone Ranger and Roger as
Tonto, “What do you mean 'we' white man?"

Most unforgettable to many of us was
ourValentine's Day production of Hearts and
Flowers. Some very loyal frignds joined in

to present the “Mock Wedding," We handled
everylhing—publicity, decorations, food
preparation and service, We practiced and
then drassed very strangely for the play. We
would have had a better fime if we hadn't
been so lired, Perhaps that's why we navar
repaated a night like thatl.

.. .Christmas parties and Halloween
parties. . .Boger winning first piace as "Roger
Rarnjel” Some happy memaries,

Aoger and Pennie Nolan
Woodstock

&n

As a child of a VFW member and an
Auxiliary member, | think | can speak for all
the VEW kids in saying you—our Post 5040
family—have made us very proud.

Through your actions we have learnad
the importance of military strengih. Because
of your courage we enjoy freedarm. We have
learned 10 respect the disabled through your
example. | recall many trips to Downey MHos-
pital and your bringing vetarans to V-4 Day.

by Dad (Maynard Wilkerson) is always
quick to point out that V-J Day—"Best Show
in the Midwesl"—was so0 successiul because
of the whole-hearted community coopera-
tion and participation. The VEW led the way,
assuming financial and organizational re-
sponsibility and encouraging many childran
o participate in this wholesome activily.

Many children have enjoyed your Christ-
mas parties, picnics and playground equip-
ment your funds bought, Many have ben-
efited from your helping organize and con-
tinually supporting the Woodsiock Little
League and countless other communily pro-
grams and services.

Your hard work and dedication have
laught me much and have brought deserved
racognition to the VEW and the City of Wood-
slock.

Congratulations on a job well done—
keep ‘em flying.

By the way, as a child al the VFW |
learned 1o pesl potaloes, play the slol ma-
chines, and that martinis 1asie awlul.

Diana Wilkerson

Woodstock

HONOR AMERICA

"Ask not whal your country can do for you,
ask whal vou can do for vour countoe”

President John F. Kennedy,

1960 Inaugural address.
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BUDDY POPPIES!

Wear With Pride

From Woodstock VFW NEWS
MAY 1963

When we help sell VFW Buddy Pop-
pies—and when we buy them—we are
crysializing our promise 10 help our disabled
comrades and their dependents.

YWhen we buy a VFW Buddy Poppy, we
tall the world of our pride in these valiant
men and women.

Every lime you see a Buddy Poppy, pray
earnestly that never again will this nation
become invalved in a war. Pray also thal
wars, somehow, will soon come to an end.

As vou wear your bright red flower with
a grean center be thankiul you are an Ameri-
can,

In a nuishell, that's why your coopera-
tion on Buddy Poppy Days (each year) is so
vital,

This sale—we (VFW and Auxiliary) sell
them and the public buys them—is the best
way we have to fulfill an important obliga-
fion:

* To help preserve and strengthen com-
radeship and to help those comrades who
need help.

= Al proceeds go lor the welfare and
comfart of disabled and needy velerans and
their dependants.

Down
Memory Lane

My congratulations o the Woodstock
YEW on its 50th anniversary.

What distinguishes the Woodslock
YEW, and perhaps what contributed to its
langevity, is that the VEW, while it has a se-
lect membership, has opened its doors and
its arms to the Woodstock community when-
aver il could be of aid, This | know from my
years of communily service, including my

.
ROM NEHLS is repraseniative af 1ha hundrads
wha have sold Buddy Poppies thaze 50 years.
Ron helped with the YFW's memarial in the square
by donating the bronze plague dedicated May 27,
19496,
= Support of the VFW Mational Home al
Ealon Rapids, Mich., is one key way this
money helps—orphans of veterans live in
this wanderful place,

service as mayor of Woodstock.

Perhaps it is the unique charter of the
VEW that has made for ils success. While
wa all hope for peace, there is a bonding, a
communality between those who serve their
country, and especially those who served
during foreign wars.

H. Joseph Gitlin, Attorney
Woodstock

Down
Memory Lane

I'worked as a tool and die makear al Auto
Lite. | had a deferment because the plant
had a government contract to make the
Morden bombsight. In 1943, | asked for a
non-deferment classification, My wife, Mary
Frances Green, and | ware marriaed in 1941,
| had attended St Mary's Grade and High
School and lllingis Institute of Technology,
majaring in civil engineering.

Although | had a wile, a 1-year-old
daughier and another child an the way, |
voluntesred for the Mawy. After training at
Greal Lakes, | was stationed overseas at
Momote Airstrip in the Admiralty Islands,
then assigned 1o the USS Tangier, a sea-
plane tander, in Lingayen Guil. | worked on
instruments on PEMs and PEYs. The craw
did search flights along the China Coast
wheare we rescued downed air crews.

After a leave in July 1945 when | met
my second daughter for the first time, | re-
turned to my ship and we headed ior Marth-
ern Japan with a squadran of PBMs. We took
over the seaplane facility in Ominate Bay,
Honshu to atlain air photos of the coast on
Hokkaido.

| refurned to Woodstock after my Da-
cember 31, 1945 discharge and resumed
warking and raising my family. My wife anc |
tarmed west of Wonodstock and raised ning
children, After retiring in 1988, Mary and |
moved 1o Morth Turtle Lake, Wis.

The VFW has bean a fine organization
throughout its 50 years and a social center
of activity and carmaraderie for many fami-
lizs. The Murphy family includes many vel-
erans—my father, Clarence, Waorld War |
veteran; my brothers, Clarence Jr. and
Chifton, World War |l velerans; as well as my
two brothers-in-law, Joe Fogarty and Carl
Wren. My son Mark was also in the Army.

Ray Murphy
North Turtle Lake, Wisconsin

-M'_'- -'

VFEW NATIOHALH;HI: . 9594
T R — Wishing Post 5040, |
S “@ HARRIS BAN K WOODSTOCK . ’ n;‘ry more years
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Down
Memory Lane

I had 33 years of duty of which 10 years
were active duly.

I retired as Colonel in 1979, Unfortu-
nately, | was never overseas. | was commis-
sioned Second Lieutenant Horse Cavalry in
August 1940 and was on active duty in Ord-
nance, having voluntegred in August 1941,
therefore was on active duly on Dec, 7, 1941,

Lorena and | came to Woodstock in
1946 and was well aware thal Frank
Kennedy and Don Wilkerson were amaong
key organizers of VFW along with Maynard
Wilkerson. | attended high school with all
three. Donwas rmy assistant when | recruited
where | headed Industrial Aelations atWood-
stock Die Casting.

| have distinct memaornes of speaking al
least twice at special meetings al the VFW, |
recall these speeches were related lo my
chairmanship of building the municipal swim-
ming pool in Woaodstock, and the All-America
City committee of which | was chairman,

John Strohm was our creative leader.
Ag chairman, | tried 1o lie things together
and frequently made speeches when Jahn
was out of town for All-Amearica Gty

I feel the VFW of Woodstock has been
a dynamic influence in town, including the
parades,

Dan Andrew
Woodstock
Chairman, All-America City Committee

(=N

It seems it was only a shorl lime ago
that Post 5040 was formed, not 50 years. |
will run through my memory banks and see
what events | can recall that had special ef-
fects an the Post.

| recall Meil Cooney as our first Post
Commander, That first year was crucial lo
the survival of the Post, but fortunately we
had a group of dedicated veterans who Kepl
things going,

The opportunity came a few yoars later
to purchase some property for a Post home.
The Post had no assels 1o speak of al that
time, but through the afforts of Bob Conway
financing was arranged and the purchase
was made.

During the first few years of the Post
existence, the bodies of our deceased vet-

L —— =]

erans wera being returned home for burial.
Il became apparent that no organization in
VWoodstock was prepared Lo offer burial ser-
vices. At this point, Don Wilkerson organized
and somehow equipped a firing squad and
honor guard. Post 5040 then assumed the
role of honoring the returning dead and giv-
ing them a military funaral.

Soon afler the purchase of a Fost homa,
lhe membership starled growing, and with
the Post growih came the many VW spon-
sored events: Fourih of July celebration,
Teener League, soltball teams, bhowling
teams, golf tournaments, McHenry County
Fair involvement, Salute to Gold Star Moth-
ers. and the 5500 drawing.

It should be stated that another event
happened early in the Post history which had
a lasting affect on 1he Post—the formation
of the Ladies Auxiliary.

It ranks at the top of the list with their
dedication and contributions 10 our Poppy
Days and cther undertakings which were
successiul,

The Y-J Day celebration was my favor-
ite event. | recall when Maynard Wilkerson
menlioned we should sponsor a parade and
Pageant of Drums for Y-J Day. Well, we did
and you know the rest of the story. Several
other people were instrumental in making
this evenl a success; namely, Hoy
Stackhouse, Bill Mansfield, Ken Kerns, Erv
Burg, LaVern Emricsan and all the other Post
members.

I remermber Earl Helm mentionad we
should have some way of kegping our mem-
bers informed of Post events. The VFW
MEWS was born, spearheaded by Earl and
Daon Peasley.

O course no one will forget the Satur-
day night events at the Post when Danny
Clcott was steward. Many times people could
barely squeeze in the door, it was s0
crowdead.

We must alsa remember Elmer Clausen
and those V-J Day dances staged at the
Wondstock Armory

As for me, the highlight of my tenure at
the Post was meeting and marrying my side-
kick and partner, my lovely wife, Lory. We
are prasenily residing in sunny Florida and
enjoying our long awaitad ratirement.

Bob Behler
Pinellas Park, Florida

g
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Down
Memory Lane
Vignettes

JAMES 5. ROBERTSOMN, LONG
BEACH, CALIF.—Fuoor health prevents Jim
and his wife Mamie from coming to the June
B celebration. "l would like to attend and mest
and visit old friends. | am an insulin depen-
dent diabetic. Mamie is an amputea, having
lest her right leg ning months ago. With the
aid of a walker and wheel chair (and proth-
esis). she is going pretty good. . Congratu-
lations and may the Post continue its good
work for another 50 years”

ARLINE MORICOLI KARLSON, LADY
LAKE, FLA—How time fligs. Il seems just
a litle while ago that the Polizzi brothers
along with a lew others asked mea to help
plan the dinner and celebration in starting
the Weoodsiock VFW. Fifty years later you all
have the integrity and great will to keep the
‘ball rolling' and o doall the great and good
work."

Adds Arline: “Its a great honor to have
been remembered as a part of your en-
deavor.”

JAMES A. OGLE, JR., WOOD-
STOCK—"WHhile I'va been a rather passive
member, ['m concernad about the future and
proud of the YFW's past. Henry Mulle, the
Senior Vice Commander, should be com-
mended for his efforts in several areas, such
as calling attention 1o the absence of obser-
vance of ‘Bemaember Pearl Harbor Day’ an
December 7.

RUTH DOUGLASS, MESA, ARIZ.—
Enclosed is a check joward the 50th anni-
versary celebration which I'm sending in
memary of my brother F.\Wayne Schuler. He
always supported anything fhe VFW was in-
volyed in. Good luck with your anniversany”

<+

HONOR AMERICA

“What constitulas the bulwark of ibarly
and independence? Our refiance (s in the
fove of fiberty which God has planfed in us.
Our delensea s i the preservalion of the
spirit which prizes liberty as the heritage of
all men, in all lands everywhera.”
Abrafam Lincoln
al Edwardsville, llinois, Sept. 11, 1858,
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i whiink . o LOYALTY DAY, held an May 151 a major patriatic
AN HISTORIC PHOTO! Past Commanders pose with John "Buck” Jenking, first National VFW officer  program of the VFW Auxiliary. Toni Gagnac

1o visit our VEW, fallowing & dinner for the distinguished visitor at the Weoodstock Country Club, From  displays th
left, front: Bill Manshield, 1950-51; Bill Thomson, 1951-52; Jankins, Mational VFW Sanior Vice i

Commander-in-chief; Artbur Schuld, present Commander; Don Wilkerson, 1948-49; Frank Cacel, 1949-
A0, Back: Mick Stemper, 1959-60; LaVern Emricson, Commander-Elect for 1964-65; Joe Thinde, 1954-
38 Ervin Burg, 1962-63; Amold Romo, 1958-59; Eard Holm, 1355-56; Dean Mishler, 1961-62; and
Kenneth Korst, Junior Viee Cemmander-Elect. 1964,

e poster. 1973,
AL P
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DOMINIC AMICO, chaplain from 1979 through
1902, is pleased he could serve veterans in this
vital affice. *1 was abile to help and make &
differanca,” he smilas.

This page proudly
sponsorad by

: §

NOVEMBER 4, 1968 STUDENTS of Morthwood Schaal had an opportunily to appreciate Veterans I\MCORE

[ay and its significance in an assembly. hen who have servad in wars dating lo 1888 participated, .
Fram tell, front; Jim Shosmaker, Korean War, Marcellus Senne, World War |I; Ray Bielski, Vietnam BAN K
War; Lester Edinger, Waorled War I and Paul Smith, Spanish-American War 1898, Back: Tony Shoemaker,
Morthwood student, son of Jim Shoemaker; May Chasak, longtime teacher, and Barbara Biclski, NﬂrthWESt
Morhwood studant and dacghter of Fay Bielski,

225 W, Jackson Street = Woodstock

HONOR AMERICA {#15) 338-6200

"We dare not farget faday that wa are the heirs of that first revolution, Let the word go FPost 5040—

forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passedio a Cangratulations on celebrating vour
new generaiion of Americans—born in this century, lemperad by war, disciplined by a S0th anniversary. You are a very
hard and bilter peace, proud of our ancient herifage.” imporfant assel in our community.

President John F. Kennredy, 1960 inaugural address.

e—— 5
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World War II Honor Roll

“The communily Honor Rall in the city
park shines like a beacon in the sky' Thus
wrote the Daily Sentinel in 1943,

The emotions of the time may have
added 1o this dramatic description bul it is
evident from ather stories in the Woodsiock
Daily Sentine! during World War |l that the
list of 700 names on a specially construcied
display surrounding the Civil War statue in
the picturesque City Square was a moving
tribute.

The Henor Roll was erected by the city
council in cooperation with the Daily Sentr-
nel. Mayer Raymond Johnson named Alder-
mian Arthur Desmend o supervise construe-
tion. He salicited the help of city employees
under the direction of Ray H. Corr. City elec-
tricians undear the diraction of John Seagrist
lit the display for an impressive nighttime
salule.

George Sullivan, World War | veteran

who was editor of the Sentingl, supplied the

-

LIFE MEMBERSHIF adus to 1he sirength and elfectivenass of the VFW. This board al the Post home,
provides a permanant record of dedicated vetarans.

It was “the thing to do," say Alice Nulle, During
World War Il, girls had their pholo laken by the
Henor Roll to send to thir servicemaniboyiriend.
This is Shirley Green. 1944,

names which were hand-lettered on wood
by 0. C. Gustafson. Sullivan did a masterful
job of writing about the activities of veterans
during World War 1l, and his compilation of
photos and stories is a valuable part of the
VFW's archives. Those books and photos
will be on view for several days belore and
after the VFW's 50th anniversary dinnear.
Many of the photos were collecled and
framed by Irvin Aavang lo preserve them,

In this 1943 story and photo about The
Honor Rall, Sullivan wrote thal “probably no
community in the United Stales the size of
Woodstock has contributed as much man-
power as Woodstock. Surely no other com-
munity has had as many young man In the
main baltles af the war as his community,”

In 1843 and possibly in later years, the
Senfine! sent an artist's rendition of the
Honor Roll o every man or woman from
YWoodstock in service, Copy on a 1944 card
states, 1,200 names are on the Honar Roll,
“of which 18 were designated with a Gold
Star up o June 21, 19447

Alice Mulle found the photos with this
story and recalls the Honor Roll was up un-
tilthe spring of 1947. The people in her pho-
tos are Shirey Green in the summer of 1944
and Joan Martin and Mary Johnson in the
winter of 1945. Alice did some research at
the McHenry County Museum and said the
names may have included people from
nearty villages such as Greenwood and
Franklinville.

' would welcome any information about
this Honor Roll readers can provide.

Don Peasley

e 3T




* % % For the Record

VFW Commanders

1945-46  Meil Cooney

1946
1947
1945
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1057
1858

1959
1860
1961
1962
1963
1964
1865
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1871
1872
1973
1974
1975
1876
1977
1978
1879
1980
1861
1982
1983
1984
1985
19686
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1092
1993
1854
1085
1996

Frank Kennedy
Baob Conway
Don Wilkerson
Frank Cacei
Maynard Wilkerson
Bill Thomson
Bill Mansfisld
Del Heidenreich
Joa Thiede

Earl Halm

Aoy Stackhouse
Robert Behler
LeRoy Corey

& Arnie Romao
Mick Stemper
Kennelh Kerns
Dean hishler
Ervin Burg
Arthur Schuld Jr,
Lavfern Emricson
Kenneth Korst
Howard Wolft
Dwayne Raney
Edwin Wille

Art Schuld Jr.,
Robert Molthen
Fred Douglass
Edwin Wille

Al Gignaec

Jog Thiede
Charles Gehrke
Dewayne Raney
Jim Gehrke

Jim Gehrke
Charles Gehrke
Fred Douglass
Joe Fogarty
Larry kyle
Walter Kuck
Joe Barter

Ed Buckley
John Hanson
Mill Engebratson
John Sarensen
Charlie Brown
Jack Mayars
Mike Vuyovich
Johin Sorensen
George Piklor
Gerald Beckus
Waller Kuck
Hanry Nulle

38 mee——

Auxiliary President
1947 Gensvieve Conway
Steagall
1948 Alta Kirkman
1945 Irene Goranflo
1850 Robin Kennedy
1951 Patricia Gaylord
1952 Ruby Wilkerson
1953 Joan Mansfield
1954 Eleanor Torgeson
1855 Leonie Kennedy
1956 Beulah Cristy
1857 Maomi Olcott
1958 Vera Erb
1959 Hazel Lappin
1960 Zelma Schulz
1961 Maami Olcott
1962 Grace Holy
1963 Zelma Schulz
1964 Marguerite Lange
1965 Helen Kyle
1966 Glenna Cross
1967 Glenna Cross
1968 Yvonne Wolll
1965 Mary Wille
1870 Cee Dee Schuld
1971 Marian Long
1972 Marian Long
1973 Vera Erb
1974 Vara Erb
1975 Zelma Schulz
1976 Chrig Gehrke
1977 Sue Kyle
1978 Myda Fogarly
19749 Glenna Cross
1980 Barbara Gehrke
1981 Loraine Loss
1982 Chris Gehrke
1983 Marian Long
1984 Chris Gehrke
1985 Barbara Gehrke
1986 Cleo Engebrelson
1987 Cleo Engebretson
1988 Chris Gehrke
1889 Barbara Gehrke
1930 Barbara Gebrke
1991 Cleo Engebretson
1952 Pennie Nalan
1993 Barbara Gehrke
1994 Cathy Schmiading
19495 Viola Brown
1986 Yiola Brown

Woodstock VEW
“Teacher of the Year"”

Award Winners
1957 Mary Gannon
1958 Margarel Beally
1959 Ethel Weinks
1860 Sitasia Gannon
1961 IFarold Hay
1962 Larry Dale
1963 Gladys Laughlin
1964 Marguerile
Desmond
and Vivian Wikt
1965 Marian Krockow
1966 Jennette Burbank
1967 Gladys Perkins
1968 Ruth Wilson
1964 Jennette Burbank
1970 Ruth Krockow
1971 Dorothy Luadike
14972 Verda Dierzen
1873 Mina Witherell
1974 Francis Hellslarn
1875 Dorothea Himmler
1876 Jean
Schmiedescamp
1877 Lecna Clark
1978 Paul Schullz
1879 Anna Walkington
and Bud Swartout
1880 Beulah Allayaud
and Theresa
Dirrenbarger
1981 Thomas Parslay
1982 Mary Ellen Howard
and Fobert
Schroeder
1983 [sabelle Wilson
1984 Sandy Monson
1985 C. David Fierce
1986 Darlene Gorski and
Richard Peters
1987 Mong
1988 Jim Shiplay
1288 Sister Mardelle
1980 Batty Sarbaugh and
Marguerite
Donahue
1991 Mone
1992 Margaret Bach and
Eddie LeCrone
1993 Carl Kaufmann
1994 Mone
1985 Mone

IN MEMORIAM

Remermbering our leaders wheo
have died

PAST
COMMANDERS

Robert Conway 1965
Eill Thomsaon 1980
Meil Cooney 1581
Al Gignac 1981
Joe Barler 1987
Mift Engebretson 1989
Don Wilkerson 1989
Bill Manshald 1880
Arnold Romo 193
Frank Kennedy 1992
Joe Fogarty 1994
Ed Buckley 1984
Larry Kyle 19484

PAST PRESIDENTS

(hiay be Incomplete)

Alta Kirkman 1964
Leonie Kennedy 1970
Hazel Lappin Philipp 1979
Eleanar Torgeson 1981

Vera Erb 1986
Helen Kyle 1987
Ruby Wilkerson 1989
MNaormi Oleolt 1992
VEW
OBJECTIVES

1. Ensure nalional
security through
maximum military
strengih.

2. Speed rehabilitation of
the natien’s disabled
and needy velarans.

3. Assist widows,
orphans and
dependants of
disabled and needy
velerans.

4. Promaote Americanism
through education In
patriatism and
constructive service in
CUr own communities.
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HECAUSE OF THEIR extended involvament the
Hennedys are ramambored as “the first family" of
VFW, From left: Leona Kennedy, 1955 Auxiliary
President; Robin Kennedy (Frank's wile), 1950
Auvgiliary FPrasident; Frank Hannedy, electad
Commandaor in 1946; Palricia Kennedy Gaylornd,
1951 President and active all through the years
including chairman lor many years of the highly

suscassiul “Soup to Nuls™ sale; and Jane Kenne L ™
Dahr. 1957, i d FIRST INSTALLATION ceramony in cur new building. Heading this group of ollicers is

incoming Commander. May 1854,

Joe Thiede,

CHARTER MEMBERS at lha 351h annivarsary, March 7, 1981, frant; Jim Whistan, Dominic Amice, Jim Cooney, Daan Mishler, Jack Coaper, Al Mansfisld,
Fat Buckley, foe Thiede. Secend raw: Bud Thampsan, Dan Wilkerson, Bill Manstieid, Bob Joorfatz, Bill Padalski, George Wilson, Harold Irwin, Elmer
Mussar, Fred Reese. Third row: Bob Reynalds, Chuck Mansfield, Ray Brown, Clayton Wallis, Jack Wendt, Elmer Clausen, Del Lez, Wilbur Kiefer, George
Burke, Walter Bernhardt, Erwin Bauman. Back: Maynard Wilkerson. Bob Clark. Mick Polizzi, Gordon Wallis, Alfred Messman, Lester Sohst, Francis Dittherner,
Dick Rabbitt. Ray Murphy, Harold Meyver and Gerald Palmguist,

——— T




% % % From the Editor

The Woadstock VFW NEWS
has been a distinctive featura of Post
2040 for four of its five decades—
since July 1855,
It has earned 11
naticnal awards,
more than 25
state awards
and praise far its
contribution o
the Posl's bet-
lermeant.

When | ap-
proached Commander Earl Holm in
May 1955 aboul a monthly Post pub-
lication, | explained the purpose
would be lo provide a regular com-
mumications ool with members.
Even though membars might nol be
ablz to attend all meetings, mem-
bers would be informed of the Post's
goals and willingly respond 1o calls
for help,

When the Mational award
named Woodstock VW NEWS the
Mo, 1 Post publication in the nation,
Mational VFW Commander-in-Chied
H. R. Rainwaier observed: “The
Weodstook VFW MEWS was in a
class by tself and obviously repre-
senls many hours of hard work, The
guality of photographs, the readabil-
ity of ihe publication, and the over-
all excellence of makeup and con-
tent impressed all involved in judg-
ing.

This is cited to stress the im-
poriance of membership support for
this publication. The MNational

awards through the years bring oyp waLL OF FAME. Numerous national
awards for our Woodstock VFW NEWS

credit 1o our Post.

gay "Thank You" 1o the hundrads who
have helped through the years—
from supplying information to arrandg-
ing photos and putling up with sto-
ries | missed—and for your forgive-
ness when | overlooked an
individual’s achigvement in behalf of
the WFW and Auxiliary hecause of
my cversight.

| wouid like to express my ap-
preciation for the help in producing
thiz monthly publication providad by
Ken Kerns and Frank Loss. In the
early 1970z, Frank helped oulin pro-
duction. Joe and Marge Thiede
handled mailing for years, a big job.
Mow Bob Walts has the job, suc-
ceeding Jerry Becku's tenure in dis-
tribution,

A special “Thank You," also to
the many who responded with vi-
gnettes for this special issue's Down
Memaory Lane feature., —Don
Feasley

Woodstack VFW  NEWS
Founder and Editor, National VFW
Awards for Pos! Publication; Na. 1 in
1956, 1963, 1971 and 1985, Second
in 1968, 1870, and 1830 Third in
1983, 1984, 1896 and 1997,
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This 15 a good lime for me to  publications are on dispay at tha VEW,

Arl Stolzke
Thank Y{}u Jimeny Shoemaker
Floyd Wilcox
My thanks to the many individuals, businesses and E;h Gg:ﬂz;d
organizations who supporied this S0th anniversary Ray Sherry
Woodstock VEW NEWS with their financial contribu-  Jeanette Hopper
lions. Del Lee
Don Peasley, ;ELEL:E:M
Woodstack VEW NEWS founder and editor 5"\
dohn Hill
Fred Reese Jee Thisde Elmer Musser
Heowrard Knutson Marge Thiada Marion Massman

Karlen Cooney Charles Mathey

Grace Messman

Glen Fringer American Legion Harold Irwin
Jim Ogle Dick Huebsch Ray Parisek
Ray Brawn Bill Kniebusch Arnold Wieberg

4']'_

Ferd Rallal

Harris Wasson

Leanard lrlacker

Danald Sword

Gert Schmidi

Marien Thurraw

James Stong

Aobart Shisler

Bob Molthen

Carl Glawe

Howard Walkington

Henry Muliz

Ecward Henry

George Kiefer

Francis Ditthernar

Emiech

Jay Stallar

Cargle Caurier

Clarence Pearsen

George Jahnsan

Bill Curmmins

Leanard Boetstra

Benoy Motars—Ray

FRon Mehls

Annamaa Weber

Rabearl Hemmingsen

Maynard Wilkerson

Ray Stackhousea

Ruby Slangar

Marguerite Jahinsar

haricn Smith

Clifton Furphy

Russal Brown

Gerald Palmaguast

Dean Kingston

Leon Rahn

Bill Ueber

Don Perkins

Armald Polzin

Baob Collier

Gene Fuller

Carl Henning

Jon Showears

Rulh Dowglass i mamaorny
ol Frank Schulae

Erank Mickels

Cas Polizzi

Jay Aavang

Rober Greenleg

Batty Thiede

Olis Setser

Amold Hay

Earl Halm

Jack Meayers

Soup lo Muts

Bob Raynolds

Paul Murdack

Barbara Gehrke

Bermard Damelson

Rartin Brugger

Ted Pierce

Leonard Hilgeman

Elmer Clausen

Bruca Shislar

arge Harrington

Bob Karstensen

Laster Sahst

Jerry Wright

Dean Mishler

Jim Pope

Charlie Brown

Bill S1ake

Al Mansfield

Arl Schuid
Diave Moritz
Haery O'8rian
Winifred Conley in memaory
ol Bab Conley
Viasta Jiracek
Bill Cooney in memary
of Neal Cooney
Myda Fogarty
Habart Behler
Dl Hadenreich
Glen Gibson
Cranaltd Hul
Bob Walls
Eob McCay
Vern Woehler
Gordon Wallis
Bill O Meill
Phil Maser
Leon LaBarcn
Andrew Melson
Wilbur Kiefer
Harvey Lutz
Lillan Behrans
Herbart Swanlund
Howard Wollf
Lester Crossman
Ray Murphy
Marcelene Schuld
Gerald Donahue
Allan Brenner
Seymaour Mann
Friad Frank
Flarence Sccha
John Widmayer
Raonald Fleming
Jdack Fish
Edward Lange
Jassia Bery
RAcbart Kramer
Ray Heniken
Alex Sharpe
Fran Amico
Robert Blatzheim:
LeRoy Corey
David Sears
Wary Stampanata
AMCORE Bank
Harns Bank
Joan Jung, State Farm Ins.
Jahn Kennedy
LeRay Coray
Donald Smilh
Dwayne Raney
Vermnon Kopsell
Thomas Mabile
Ed Wilson
hary Lau hishlar
Rabin Kennedy
Cherry Kol
Bernard Danialson
Elwoond Sharnwin
Aulh Wenk
Jim Gehrke
James Robinson
Gustave Bloese
John Gurran
Bel Bailey
Ken Korst
Hay Stanger
Lou Aiella




VFW MEMORIAL DEDICATION—May 27, 1996

VFW Commander Walter Kuck's address to dedicale the "“To you young people, | say: Never lat there be any future
VFW’s 50th anniversary gift to the cily honor veterans: veterans or wars. Don't ever forget the price paid for liberty

“We are assembled here to pay tribute to the men and and the pursuit of happiness. | urge you to carry on the tradi-
women af our community who have served in the Armed tion of honaring our veterans each Memorial Day.
Forces—our neighbors who have fought in defense of this “The VFW wishes to thank the Mayor and City Council for
country and for the preservation of our way of life. allowing us to place this monument in the park so we may

“0On this Post's 50th anniversary, we dedicate a memo- show our appreciation for our comrades-in-arms.
rial in the Sguare to veterans of all wars—past, present and “Our Post Chaplain, Marvin Bohnhoff, will now ask for Di-
future. vine blessing."

VFW HONOR GUARD
al VFW's 50th anniversary
valeran's memarial gift to
Woodstock, From left,
front: George Piklor, Elmer -
Musser, Charles Mathey,
Arbur Schuld Jr., Bob
Malthen, Ray Hills, Bill
Lyfard, Fred Reese, Jack
Meyers and Henry Mulle,
Honor Guard Commander,
Back: Ed Henry, American W
Legion Commander §
holding the Stars and [
Stripes. i

i SEVEM CHARTER

MEMBERS of Post 5040

5 participate in the dedication
" ceremony for this VFW

| memorial honoring veterans
y “past, present and future.”

Front: Ron MNehls, who

:' 8 donated the plaque; Harold

Irwin, Jog Thiede, Elmer
Musser, Cr. Bernard

&l Meuchiller, Fred Rease, Jack
# Meyers and Ray Brown,
i Back: Henry Nulle, VFW

Senior Vice
Commander; Viola Brown,

7! VFW Auxiliary President; and
e Walter Kuck, VEW

Commander.

: May 27, 1996,






